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The Green Apple Folk 

Music Society seeks to 

promote folk music, 

particularly in the area of 

northeastern Wisconsin. We 

do this by sponsoring 

concerts, by holding 

regular "hoot" evenings for 

local performers, and by 

providing opportunities to 

socialize with other people 

who have an interest in folk 

music. These events and 

activities are described o n 

our website and in our 

newsletter and include a 

twice monthly jam session, 

potlucks, house concerts 

and  area music festivals.  

 Green Apple Board:  

 Claire Kn udsen, President  

 Tom Hannah, Vice President  

 Connie Kanitz, Secretary  
 Steve Jacobs, Treasurer  

 

 Peter Bartman, publicity  

 Bruce Casner, sound  
 Paul Dixon, membership  

 Liz Eisen, hospitality  

 Doug Henkle, historian  

 Steve NeSmith, musician contact  

 Dan Peterson  
 Dean Sauers, hoot sign - up  

 Su Staron, GB events coordinator  

 Seth Cowan  

 

 

www.greenapplefolk.org  

Building Bridges 

Howõs your summer going? 
One thing is for certain 

during this all - too - short 
season: besides the green -

ery that seems to have 

sprung  up overnight, as you 
travel near or far youõll see 

construction on city, county 
and state roads. This past 

winter was long and hard 
on creatures and surfaces 

alike. Included in the mul -
titude of public works pro -

jects might be repair of 

bridges. Many of u s 
remember when the Lynn -

dale overpass was out and 
those folks on the west side 

of town had to continue on 
to 47 and then drive on JJ in 

order to reach the Green 
Apple events at Bubolz. 

Eventually the project was  

completed and we were 
back to our old driv ing 

routines once more.  

Just as important as road -
way bridges are the ones 

that we build among our -

selves and our organ -
izations. This 5 th newsletter 

of 2008 focuses on ways 
that we as folk and acoustic 

music appreciators in NE 
Wisconsin can build those 

connections between our 
sister folk societies, our 

local musicians, active 

listeners, the state and 
national media and with the  

 

 

 

 

communities we call home.  

Summer is music festival 

season. Some people plan 
vacations or weekend trips 

around important events 
such as the Blackhawk Folk 

Festival and the Shawano 
Folk Festival which will be 

coming up during the 
second weekend in August. 

Green Apple will have an 

official presence there in 
order to make new friends 

and strengthen connections 
with music lovers just north 

of the Fox river valley.  

Simply Folk is our state -

wide, and only, radio show 
dedicated to folk music. We 

featured the showõs history 
in our 1 st issue of the year; 

in this one youõll find an 
interview with Tom Martin -

Erickson, the showõs host.  

Going just a short ways 

outside of the Green Apple 
membership area will reveal 

that folk music is alive and 
well elsewhere in central 

Wisconsin. Our two regional 
sister folk societies are 

Fondy Acoustic Music 

All iance (FAMA) based in 
Fond du Lac and Blackhawk 

Folk Society centered 
around Mt. Morris and 

Waushara county. The Two 
Rivers- Manitowoc area has 

a good friend in the  

 

 

 

 

Schulers and the concert  
series they organize; Tom 

and Louise Pease up in 
Amherst do the same for 

their community. Youõll find 

updates from some of these 
folks in this issue.  

Since kids get a vacation all 

summer long (most of the 
time!) weõll resume the kidsõ 

page in September. Y ouõll 

find the Green Apple 
summer schedule on page 

5.  

There are more photos than 
usual in this issue. Call it a 

yearly catch - up. See anyone 

you know?  

As you go on trips to see 
family and friends, why not 

print a few copies of our 
brochure and show them to  

the folks you visit? Once a 

seed is planted, it can bear 
fruit later in surprising 

ways.  

If youõve got an evening to 
spare, drop in at a coffee -

house or other venue where 

one of our musicians is 
playing. Or come to a jam!  

Weõll all get together for the 

annual meeting on Septem -
ber 20. Until then, enjoy the 

summer!  

(Claire Knudsen, editor)         
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Recent Library Additions 

Hereõs a change of pace: 

instead of reading about 
what everyone else is 

listening to, he re are some 
new additions to the Green 

Apple library which any 
member can borrow.  

In no particular order: 
Crooked Still / Shaken By A 

Low Sound; Lui Collins / 
Made in New England; Don 

McLean / Chain Lightning; 
Bret and Frisk / By Request 

(WI artists); Tim OõBrien / 
Chameleon; Dana Cooper / 

Made of Mud; Mark Dvorak 

/ Just Something My Grand -
ma Used to Sing; The Chuck 

Wagon Gang / Amazing 
Grace; Norman Blake, 

Nancy Blake, Tut Taylor /   

 

Shacktown Road; Dan 

Tyminski / Carry Me Across 
the Mountain; White Dove : 

The Bluegrass Gospel 
Collection (various artists); 

Alison Krauss and the Cox 
Family / I Know Who Holds 

Tomorrow; The Angels Are 
Singing: A Womenõs Blue-

grass Gospel Collection 

(various artists).  

The library has been 
available to Green Apple 

members sinc e spring 
2005. Many of the CDs are 

listed on our website but 

there are more to be 
itemized there. If thereõs 

something youõre looking 
for, or a particular song you 

want to hear, please send 
an email to the librarian.  

Musical knowledge grows ð 

and perhaps  Green Apple 
membership does as well ð 

when new types of music 
are heard and known and 

appreciated. If youõve al-
ways been a bluegrass fan, 

as so many members are, 
give a listen to some con -

temporary singer - song -

writers. If folk - pop is your 
cup of java, tr y some 

authentic old - timey. There 
are so many roots to be 

discovered.  

And, as always, happy 

listening!  

Where Do Our Musicians Play? 

There are a number of local 

events worth attending 
during these summer days.  

Chris Murray plays most 

Saturdays at the Harmony  
Café, downtown Appleton, 

right behind the Center City 

Mall. He starts at 11 a.m.  

Long Way Home performs 
at Brewed Awakenings  on 

September 13, beginning at 
6:30 p.m.  

George Doty has done a 
wonderful job lining up 

musicians for concerts in 
Berlinõs Nathan Strong Park . 

There will be one last    

 

 

 

 

 

 

concert on July 29 with 

Georgeõs own band, The 
Heartland Fox River Trio. 

Directions can be found on 
the acoustic calendar page. 

The music begins at 6:30 
p.m.  

Thereõs a new band in 
town! The Darboy Dandies 

will be playing a set at the 
Voices of Peace Gospel 

Fest, Hilbert. See the VOP 
website link on our calen -

dar.  

The Crystal River Trio plays 

outdoors in several area 
parks this summer. On July 

30 at 11:30 a.m. you can  

 

 

hear them at Klipstine Park , 

Ashwau benon, and on two 
successive Thursday in 

August (the 7 th and the 
14 th) theyõll  be al fresco at 

Memorial  Gardens , Apple -  
ton, at 11:00 a.m.  

Jusõ Passinõ Thru graces the 
Brewed Awakenings  stage 

on Saturday, August 23 rd. 
They start playing at 6:30 

p.m.  

Ther e are many great 

festivals happening in NE 
Wisconsin this summer. 

Youõll find info on the 
acoustic calendar page.  

 

 

 

 

Thereõs a New Jam in Town! (or, putting the ògreenó back in Green  Apple) 

Green Apple is very happy 

indeed to announce another 
jam in NE  Wisconsin. We 

will be promoting the 
monthly 4 th Sunday folk, 

acoustic and bluegrass jam 
at The Attic Books & Coffee. 

The location is 730 Bodart  

St., Green Bay. You can call 

them at 920.435.6515. The 
jam is 2 - 4 p.m. and the 

first one is on July 27. We 
hop e that many Green 

Apple members from all 
over will support this new 

musical venue!  

Welcome, new 

members!  

Patricia Reiman & Donald Martin  

Christopher Anderson  

Pat & Cyndi Connolly  

Tricia & Karl Kissinger  

Bob Eckley  
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April with Green Apple:  The Whistlepigs in Concert!  (by Dean Sauers) 

Individually they are Fred Keller, 

Joel Olson , Chris Jones, & Ross 

Willits. Collectively they are 
known as the Whistlepigs String 

Band.  I first met them in Au-

gust 2006 at the Shawano Folk 

Music Fest.  I thought the Green 
Apple audience might like 

them.  On April 19,  2008 the 

Whistlepigs finally took the 

Green Apple stage.  Boy, did 

they take the stage!  Using only 
one vocal mic and one instru -

mental mic the òpigsó choreo-

graphed instrumental breaks 

and vocal harmonies.   
 

Itõs hard to describe the òPigsó.  

You must see them in person.  

Much more then just good 

music, itõs string band ballet.  
And you can tell that they really 

enjoy what theyõre doing. 

 

Along w ith songs from well -   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

known songwriters such as 

Blind Boy Fuller (Step It Up & 

Go), Jimmy Skinner (You Donõt 

Know My Mind) and Lester Flatt 

(Get In Line, Brother & Polka On 

the Banjo), the Whistlepigs 

write many of their own songs.  

òFencelineó, the signature song 

of their second CD, laments 

Fred Kellerõs lost farm heritage 

while his òEngineer Bestó tells of 

an heroic feat of a railroad 

engineer during the infamous 

1894 Hinkley fire in Minnesota.  

Chris Jonesõ òThat Wateró is a 

haunting yet beautiful story of 

suicide, while Joel Olsonõs 

òFaith of My Fatheró celebrates 

Joelõs religious upbringing. 

I have only touched the surface 

of the Whistlepigs performance. 

I have never seen so many    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

smili ng faces leaving a concert.  

To say that everyone highly en -

joyed the evening would be a 

gross understatement.   

We owe a great big huge 

òthanks, heyó to the Crystal 
River Trio  also. Gary Arndt, 

Peter Bartman & Jay Smudde, a 

long - time Green Apple band, 

open ed quite capably for the 

Whistlepigs, playing Credence 
Clearwaterõs òWhoõll Stop the 

Rainó, Crosby, Stills, & Nashõs 

òSanibelló (we all remember that 

one), & Gary Arndtõs òDaisies on 
the Hillsideó about a deceased 

wifeõs favorite flowers (a song 

his mother - in - law didnõt like 

very much).   

 
By the way, the next time you 

come to a Green Apple event 

please notice the arrang ement 

of chairs, stage, & sound  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnny Doxtator opened up the 

evening playing to a near  full 

house.  Heartfelt songs were 
delivered in his deep rich voice 

and a style of guitar playing that 

clearly is his own, as natural as 

breathing in and out.  His songs 
were received with enthusiasm.  

 

The 5 Milers steppe d out with a 

show that was high - pow ered 

from beginning to end. They 
played the best known and loved 

folk songs of earlier days and 

some fun pop songs from the 

60õs.  It almost felt like it was a 
night from the best of the Ed 

Sullivan Show . Peter, Paul and 

Mary ballads like Blowinõ in the 

Wind, If I Had a Hammer, Leav -

ing on a Jet Plane. Timeless 
songs like This Land Is Your   

 

 

 

 

 

Land, Michael Row the Boat 

Ashore, Hang Down Your Head 

Tom Dooley, and Do Lord oh Do 
Lord oh Do Remember Me.   New 

Christy Minstrel Song of Toda y 

While the B lossoms  Still Cling to 

the Vine.  The Seekers: Iõll Never 
Find Another You, Kingston Trio: 

Iõm Just a Natural Born Travelinõ 

Man.  Other classic s:  Heartaches 

By the Number, When the Saints 

Go Marching In, and Bye Bye 
Love.  There also were  pickings 

for anyone long ing for pop songs 

from the 60õs. The We 5õs: You 

Were on My Mind, Red Rub - ber 
Ball by Cyrcle, the Mamas and the 

Papas: California Dreamin õ, and 

The Beatles: When Iõm 64. 

Rob slip ped in some of his silly 

songs such as Burn the Outhouse    

 

 

 

 

Down and a little ad lib song he 

thought up as he drove here:   If 

Gas Gets Any Higher, Iõll Be 
Walking Back to You.  The 5 

Milers live in distant parts of the 

country including Florida, Ar -

kansas, and Hawaii.  Three of the 
members p layed in a band 

together in high school and Loren 

(the bass player ) and Nancy on 

fiddle got added in along the way.  

They were reunited this past 
week and played as many gigs as 

they possibly could.  They repor -

ted having a great time per -

forming for Green  Apple and 
everyone enjoyed singing along 

and going back memory lane.  

 

Thanks for sharing the reunion 

with us!  

 

 

 

 

 

May with Green Apple: The 5 Milers  (by Connie & Roger Kanitz) 

Left:  The Whistlepigs . 

Photo taken by Mar -

garet Susan Murphy and 
used with permission.  

Right:  The 5 Milers. 

Photo used by permis -

sion of Rob Billings.  
Below, right:  Steve Ne-

Smith did a great job 

with the treats for the 

ôPigs and audience! 

 

equipment.  The room doesnõt 

suddenly appear like that.  

Dedicated volunteers show up 
early to work that  magic.  

Notice how smoothly you are 

able to get your tickets and 

how friendly you were greeted?  
Before you take that first bite of 

cookie at intermission time, 

remember someone made that 

happen.  Music sound quality 

really great?  Itõs no accident.  It 
takes many volunteers to 

prepare for a Green Apple 

event.  Next time you see a 

volunteer, give ôem a pat on the 
back and if you would like to 

help too, just speak up.  
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 For Sale:  Alesis IO|26 Computer Audio                      

Interface (http://www.alesis.com/io26) 

Doug Wheeler would like to offer this piece of music 

gear for sale. He says, òI was thinking that there 
might be a Green Appler who wants a good deal on 

some good equipment.ó 

He can be reached by phone at 92 0.739.2192 and by 
email at doug@dougwheeler.net . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Apple is looking for someone who can help with 
sending pre ss releases to local newspapers. If you ever 
wanted to be a PR agent, hereõs your chance! Please 
contact cknudsen1@new.rr.com . Thanks!  

 

Is Still Needed!  

http://www.alesis.com/io26
doug@dougwheeler.net

