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Did you know? 

 

 

Wisconsin law 

recognizes bicy-

cles as vehicles? 

That means that 

motorists and 

bicyclists share 

the same rights 

and responsibil-

ities on the road  

Summer Successes Deserve a Festival!  

Greenways Ink 

w w w . f o x c i t i e s g r e e n w a y s . o r g    S u m m e r  2 0 1 1  

Fostering the Development and Preservation of Trails and Greenways in the 

Greater Fox Cities Region 

By Scott Reilly 

I have asked the question, ñHow we can 

make Wisconsin roads safer?ò hundreds of 

times over the past three months.  This 

simple question can have many answers.  

When I ask drivers, they may quip about 

potholes, speeding, or excessive cell phone 

use.  However, many drivers also have 

concerns about bicyclists on the road, bicy-

clists that disregard traffic laws and ride in 

unpredictable ways.  But when I ask bicy-

clists, many responses tend towards the 

driving behaviors of motorists such as speeding, driving too close to bicyclists, and drivers not paying 

attention to bikes, all leading to a general feeling of insecurity on a bike. 

Ironically, many people I have asked this question to are both a bicyclist and a driver, or have kids, 

friends, or at one time were a bicyclist.  No matter what vehicle you are driving (and yes, bicycles are 

vehicles), we all have a responsibility to make our roads safer and can lead to bicyclists feeling more 

confident on our roads.  And feeling confident on a bike lets us enjoy our time on that bike more. 

To address this issue, the Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin and the Department of Transportation have 

teamed up on an education and outreach campaign called ñShare & Be Awareò.  The program aims to 

educate all road users on our shared responsibilities and to inform the public that bicycles are legal road 

users with equal rights.  To date the six statewide Share & Be Aware Ambassadors have directly spoken 

to over 30,000 Wisconsinites by attending public events such as farm markets and festivals and offering 

free confident cycling classes to area businesses, schools, and youth organizations.  Also, the program 

has reached over 500,000 additional individuals through a media campaign of public service announce-

ments, billboards, news coverage, and through our presence in communities across the state.  For more 

information on the program, check out www.shareandbeware.org. 

Knowing your rights and feeling more confident on a bike can get you out on your bike more.  Some 

Wisconsites have been on their bikes a lot more, logging their miles in the ñScott Get up and Ride Chal-

lengeò (www.bfw.org).  The Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin and Kimberly Clark decided to keep track 

of the miles ridden, calories burned, and CO2 and dollars saved by more than 4,500 riders divided into 

1100 teams throughout the state.  By the time you read these words, the participating riders will have 

logged over one million miles across the state with nearly a month to go! 

And how should we celebrate these positive accomplishments for bicycling here in Wisconsin?  With a 

festival of course!  But one that focuses on these statewide successes and our local accomplishments as 

well, such as the new Appleton bike lanes on Drew Street.  Fed Fest will bring together Bike Fed mem-

bers, ñScott Challengeò riders, Fox Cities Greenways members, bike clubs, and all those who care about 

bicycling in the Fox Valley on Saturday, September 10th from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at City Park in Apple-

ton.  Bring your bike to ride the new bike lanes and routes!  For more information and to RSVP, check 

out https://bfw.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_105552. 

 

There are many who care about bicycling here in the Fox Valley and many successes to be proud of.  

The Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin is proud to be a part of these successes, but we realize that we all 

play a part and will continue to do so.  In recognition of these successes, and those to come in the future, 

a festival is definitely in order. 

http://www.shareandbeware.org
https://bfw.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_105552


  

 

2011 Greenways Board Members 

Takes Time to Become Trail Community 

My wife, Deb, and I biked the Interurban Trail 

a couple weeks ago while in-route to and from 

a wedding near Milwaukee.  The Interurban is 

an asphalt paved trail approximately 40 miles 

long starting in Oostsburg and ending in 

Thiensville, near the Milwaukee County bor-

der.  The trail is several decades old and well-

established in the communities through which 

it passes.  This was especially evident in Cedarburg and Grafton, where I saw evi-

dence such as real estate signs next to the trail, nice flower beds and groomed back 

yards (no fences) and ñwelcomeò flags next to the trail.  Near downtown Cedar-

burg there were water and biscuits put out for dogs.  All this contributes to a feel-

ing of welcome for the visitor rider. 

How can we make this happen in the Fox Cities?  Trail neighbors need to get over 

their fear and suspicions about trail users.  Of course, trail users need to respect 

private property and behave accordingly.  Maybe it is starting already on the CE 

Trail in subtle ways I havenôt noticed ï a fence removed, the flower bed, or maybe 

the welcome sign.  I must pay more attention and give credit where it is due. 

 

Dave Muench, President of Fox Cities Greenways        
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President Dave Muench, Appleton 

Action Vice President Mike Kading, Neenah 

Co-VP Programs Marilyn Gardner, Appleton 

Co-VP Programs Jan Heifner, Appleton 

Secretary Peggy Cox, Appleton 

Treasurer Vickie Kluge, Appleton 

Newsletter Editor Pat Spiegelberg, Pickett 

Newsletter Layout Tom Ales, Neenah 

Additional At Large Board Members:  

Our Board meetings 

are held monthly 

and are open to the 

public. Contact any 

member for date 

and location of up-

coming meetings. 

Board members can 

be reached at 

www.foxcitiesgreen

ways.org 

Steve Draws, Greenville 

Kara Homan, Menasha 

Dave Johnson, Greenville 

Gordy McDaniel, Little Chute 

 

Linda McDaniel, Little Chute 

Ian Mevis, Appleton 

Tom Walsh, Appleton 

Events 

 

 September 

10   Appleton Fed Fest. City 

Park Pavilion. 1:00 - 5:00 

p.m. Bike ride, celebration, 

food provided. Registration 

required. Matt Gissibl  414-

271-9685 ext. 6 http://

www.bfw.org/events/

index.php?category_id=5127. 

 

 10   Walk and Run for Wish-

es. Thrivent Financial for Lu-

therans. 4321 N. Ballard Rd., 

Appleton.  A fun 1 mile and 

5k walk/run and Kids Dash to 

benefit the Make-A-Wish 

Foundation® of Wisconsin 

Field Office serving northeast-

ern Wisconsin.  http://

www.walkforwishes.com 920-

993-9994. 

Continued on page 4 

 
 

"The Fox Cities 

is gradually 

moving toward 

becoming a trail 

community."  

http://www.bfw.org/events/index.php?category_id=5127
http://www.bfw.org/events/index.php?category_id=5127
http://www.bfw.org/events/index.php?category_id=5127
http://www.walkforwishes.com
http://www.walkforwishes.com


 

 
3  Trails, Lanes, and Two Wheel News  

The future for trail users is looking brighter all the time.  While the state budget was debated and grant 

funding was delayed,  we now know there is funding available for two major projects.  Both the Re-

gional Trail Plan and the extension of the CB Trail are now partially funded. 

 

The Regional Trail Plan will be developed by the East Central Regional Planning Commission with 

input from each of the communities in the Fox Valley.  It will be important for any and all of the trail 

users to help in the plan creation by letting the officials 

of your town, village, city, and county know what you 

would like in the way of trails, greenways, and bike 

routes.  The more input we can get to the planners, the 

better plan can be developed. 

 

The CB Trail Extension from Prospect Avenue (CTH 

BB) to Wisconsin Avenue (STH 96) in the Town of 

Greenville is also partially funded.  This project will be 

of tremendous benefit to walkers and bicyclists.  This 

extended route will allow individuals in the industrial 

area around Outagamie County Regional Airport to 

walk or bike during the day and provides a route for 

those individuals commuting to work by bike.  Fox Cit-

ies Greenways is working with the Town of Greenville to develop a funding strategy to close the fund-

ing gap.  Weôll keep you informed as this project moves forward. 

 

The Scott ñGet Up and Ride Challengeò is well underway.  The challenge started during ñBike to 

Work Weekò on Monday May 16th and will end on September 30th.  The sponsors wanted as many bi-

cyclists as possible leave to their cars at home and use bikes for normal activities such as commuting to 

work or going to the store.  It was hoped riders in four project areas would generate one million miles 

in this manner during the challenge period.  It looks like this goal will be accomplished by September 

1st.  This can only help civic officials realize that the need for bike lanes and trails exist and should be a 

greater priority. 

 

The City of Appleton has moved forward with implementing their bike plan.  So far, bike lanes have 

been installed on Drew Street and Capital Drive.  Riding these segments gives you a glimpse of what 

will be a great system once it is completed.  It is up to us to make sure it doesnôt get derailed or put on 

the back burner.  If you live in Appleton, please let your Alderperson know you think they are im-

portant.  If you live outside of Appleton you can voice your support through the Municipal Services 

Committee.  Support for implementation of these plans is critical. 

The City of Menasha is looking forward to and has been making provisions to install bike lanes on Ap-

pleton Street.  By amending the parking ordinance they have provided a clear and consistent roadway 

section that addressed all users of the road.  This is part of the STH 47 Corridor Project initiated by 

Activate Fox Cities in 2009.  This section, from Third Street to Ninth Street, will be an important link 

between the residents near this piece to the business areas on either end.  The addition of bike lanes 

will provide defined space for cars, bikes and pedestrians within the right-of-way. 

Continued on page 4 



 

Road/Trail Rules and Etiquette 
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Rules of the Trails 

¶ Trails are considered two-way traffic, users please stay right. 

¶ Riding two abreast is permitted , but when passing  ride single file. 

¶ When passing, please slow down and announce your intentions, ñpassing on the left.ò 

¶ If you need to stop, pull completely off of the trail. 

¶ Bicyclists must yield to pedestrians. 

¶ Walking two abreast is permitted, please move right when others are passing. 

¶ Trestle Trail Specific 

¶ No stopping or standing on the trestle trail. 

¶ No fishing from main trestle trail. 

 
Rules of the Road ï numbers in brackets refer to State Statutes 

¶ Bicycles are defined as a vehicle and are subject to the rights and duties of any other motor 

vehicle. [340.01(5)] [346.02(4)(a)] 

¶ Bicyclists are to ride in the same direction as motor vehicles as far right as reasonably prac-

tical and safe.  [346.80(2)(a)] 

¶ When passing a parked car or other bicyclist, give at least a 3foot clearance. [346.075] 

[346.80(2)(c)] 

¶ Riding two abreast is permitted as long as traffic is not impeded. [346.08(3)(a)] 

¶ Use of hand signals is required.  [346.35] [346.34(1)(b)] 

¶ Night bicycling requires a white light in front that can be seen from a distance of 500 feet 

and a rear red reflector that can be seen 

from 50-500feet. [347.489(1)] 

¶ A bicyclist may proceed through a red 

light after waiting 45 seconds and no 

other vehicle traffic is present.[346.37

(1)(c)4] 

 
General Recommendations 

¶ I-pods and musical devices are not rec-

ommended. 

¶ Helmets are recommended.  

¶ Please practice Leave No Trace princi-

pals by taking all garbage with you. 

Events (Continued) 

 

September  

 

11  Hartman Creek Trail Run. 

Waupaca.  Montrail running 

shoes to overall winners. Great 

Lakes Endurance, 28 West St., 

Clintonville. 25K, 10K, kids' 

2K, 8 a.m.. Great Lakes Endur-

ance, 28 West St., Clintonville. 

info@greatlakesendurance.com 

www.greatlakesendurance.com 

Jeff Crumbaugh 715-701-0360 

 

16 - 18     Fox Cities Marathon. 

UW Fox Valley, 1478 Midway 

Rd., Menasha.   Marathon, half-

marathon, marathon relay, a 5k 

kids race plus an expo. http://

foxcitiesmarathon.org  877-230

-7233. 

 

16 Guardian Kidôs Run. Fox 

Cities Stadium, 2400 N. Casa-

loma Dr. Appleton.  Races Start 

at 6 p.m. with a Toddler Trot, 

1/4 mile race and 1/2 mile race. 

The Huggies Diaper Derby - 

continuous races throughout the 

early evening.  http://

foxcitiesmarathon.org 877-230-

7223 

 

24   Appleton Locks Paddle.   

Downtown Appleton 

Appleton Locks Paddle--Paddle 

from Lutz Park to Sunset Pt. 

Park in Kimberly. Enjoy urban 

paddling with friends and fami-

ly through 4 historic locks on 

the Fox River.  http://

www.wisconsinpaddlers.org/

activities/events/fox-wisconsin-

heritage-paddle-2011/appleton-

locks-paddle   920-727-1285. 

Continued on page 6 

Trails, Lanes, and Two Wheel News  (Continued) 
The Village of Little Chute has recently removed two sections of bike lanes from its roads.  

This has been mainly due to a lack of support for the bike lanes and by individual homeown-

ers wanting on-street parking instead.  While Fox Cities Greenways Board members have 

spoken to both trustees and staff in support of the lanes, it will take local and member sup-

port to turn this around.   

 

For the Fox Cities to be connected across municipal boundaries and with residents having a 

choice of their travel mode, all of the communities need to participate.  We all need to let 

officials know trails in all forms are important.  Please continue to show your support for 

trails and their development by using the ones we have and letting your elected officials 

know we need a transportation system that is usable by everyone, whether they drive, bike, 

or walk. 

mailto:info@greatlakesendurance.com
http://www.greatlakesendurance.com
http://foxcitiesmarathon.org
http://foxcitiesmarathon.org
http://foxcitiesmarathon.org
http://foxcitiesmarathon.org
http://www.wisconsinpaddlers.org/activities/events/fox-wisconsin-heritage-paddle-2011/appleton-locks-paddle
http://www.wisconsinpaddlers.org/activities/events/fox-wisconsin-heritage-paddle-2011/appleton-locks-paddle
http://www.wisconsinpaddlers.org/activities/events/fox-wisconsin-heritage-paddle-2011/appleton-locks-paddle
http://www.wisconsinpaddlers.org/activities/events/fox-wisconsin-heritage-paddle-2011/appleton-locks-paddle
http://www.wisconsinpaddlers.org/activities/events/fox-wisconsin-heritage-paddle-2011/appleton-locks-paddle


 

 

P a g e  5  

County Highway JJ Gets Paved Shoulders 
It wasnôt a widely known fact that County JJ from Ballard east to N was to be resurfaced this fall and 

that it would include five-foot wide paved shoulders, up to a point. It is an Outagamie County High-

way Department policy to include a three-foot wide lane outside the travel lanes for snow removal 

and for greater road maintenance, wide enough for a bicycle, but thatôs it.  The City of Appleton 

wanted five foot lanes on each side for pedestrians and bicyclists to move safely next to traffic in its 

jurisdiction, from Ballard to about a ¼ mile short of the Apple Creek Trail.  Meetings with Outagamie 

County Highway Department and Town of Vandenbroek officials to finish the five foot lanes up to 

the Apple Creek Trail Head at a cost of $12,000 were not successful.  Discussions had begun with 

Fox Cities Greenways on a fund drive to raise the money, but time was running out.  Enter North 

STARS and its leader, Joy Hagen, who have been fighting for safer travel for students attending 

North High School and Fox Valley Lutheran High School.  Joy is a tireless volunteer and a persuasive 

one.  A few well-placed calls got the money reallocated for bike/pedestrian lanes completed to the 

trail head.  Letôs remember this when she needs our support for a safer JJ west of Ballard. 

Way to go, Joy! 

Fox Cities Greenways Happy Trails Event  

The Town of Harrison and Calumet County are collaborating to extend the Friendship Trail in the Town of Harrison.  The 

trail will continue eastward along Old Highway Road, which parallels Hwy 114, and will extend around the southwest pe-

rimeter of the roundabout currently under construction at Hwy 114 and County N.  This will allow access to Firelane 12 and 

Firelane 13, which offer low traffic volume.  Efforts to acquire additional property, allowing continuation of the trail to the 

High Cliff area, are ongoing.   

Friendship Trail Update 

On Saturday, May 21, 2011, one hundred and for-

ty-four runners, walkers, and bicyclists gathered in 

Telulah Park for the first ever Fox Cities Green-

ways Happy Trails Event. Some participants chose 

to run or walk the five kilometer route through the 

park and along the Fox River, while others en-

joyed a ten kilometer bicycle ride. Weather was 

beautiful, greeting the crowd with sunshine and 

perfect spring temperatures. Participants consisted 

of primarily Fox Cities residents 

with a few from as far away as 

Rochester, MN, Elkader, IA, and even Fayetteville, NC. In addition to the 

many long time members of Fox Cities Greenways who took part in the event,  

nineteen non-member families decided to join our group. Participants were 

treated to delicious treats after the event and names were drawn for door priz-

es. Fox Cities Greenways is grateful to all the volunteers who made this event 

happen and sends a special thanks to Gordy McDaniel for organizing and 

managing the event, as well as to Run Away Shoes, Recyclist Bicycle Shop, 

and Midwest Sports Events for their generous sponsorship. Planning is already 

taking place for another Happy Trails Event in 2012. Check our website or 

future newsletters for details next spring. 



 

 

 Fox Cities Greenways has 

purchased QuickBooks and 

with the assistance of Fox 

Valley CPAôs has moved our 

financial records from Excel 

spreadsheets into this ac-

counting software.  We have 

also retained the services of Fox Valley CPAôs in order to prepare 

the compilation of our financial position with Statements on Stand-

ards for Accounting and Review Services for our year ending 

2010.   With this powerful and versatile accounting software, Fox 

Cities Greenways treasurer Vickie Kluge will be able to easily pre-

pare our monthly and year-end financial statements. 

Fox Cities Greenways Financial Reporting 
Events (Continued) 
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Menasha Dock Dedication 

There was a great turnout for the dedica-

tion of the floating kayak/canoe docks in 

Menasha on the evening of May 24th.  A 

dozen or more canoes and kayaks were on-

hand to launch at the new site.  This site 

will be especially be useful for times of 

low water levels.  The Mayor of Menasha 

Don Merkes and Recreation Director Brian 

Tungate indicated  their appreciation to us 

and Friends of the Fox for our contribu-

tions to the project.   

  

October 

8  Walk of the Fox Valley.   

Memorial Park, 1175 Apple 

Blossom Drive, 

Neenah.  MSABC is a 3 mile 

noncompetitive walk that cele-

brates people who have battled 

breast cancer, raises awareness 

and donations to find cures and 

support programs and services 

for those facing breast cancer. 

http://

makingstrides.acsevents.org  

920-321-1361 

22  Romp in the Autumn 

Swamp. Gordon Bubolz Nature 

Preserve, 4815 N Lynndale 

Drive,  Appleton. The day will 

be full of fun and excitement on 

the preserve with plenty of great 

foods, fun for the kids, crafts 

and activities for children of all 

ages, hayrides, local vendors, 

facepainting, outdoor movie, 

jack-o-lantern trail, live animal 

shows, campfire complete with 

storytelling and s'mores, and 

much more! Registration and 

fee required. http://

www.bubolzpreserve.org/

Romp.html  920- 731-6041 

 

29   Freaky 5K Run / Walk. 

Pierce Park, Prospect Ave., Ap-

pleton.  Route goes past 3 of 

Appletonôs most scenic parks. 

Receive long sleeve t-shirt and 

refreshments. Awards. Join us 

for inflatables, a costume con-

test, and kid friendly games 

throughout the morning.  http://

ymcafoxcities.org  920-954-

7658 

http://makingstrides.acsevents.org
http://makingstrides.acsevents.org
http://www.bubolzpreserve.org/Romp.html
http://www.bubolzpreserve.org/Romp.html
http://www.bubolzpreserve.org/Romp.html
http://ymcafoxcities.org
http://ymcafoxcities.org

