Fox Cities Greenways, Inc

Planners Meeting

February 16, 2006

Fox Cities Greenways, Inc. conducted a trail planning meeting on Thursday, February 16, 2006.  Invited was municipal and agency staff from Winnebago, Outagamie, Calumet, Brown, Waupaca and Shawano counties as well as interested organizations and citizens.  Twenty people braved one of the worst snowstorms of the year and traveled to the Grand Chute Town Hall to discuss trail issues.

The meeting started with a review of existing trail maps and presentations on the following state and regional trails and state programs:

1. State Trail

2. Ice Age Trail

3. Brown County Trails

4. Outagamie County Trails

5. Calumet County Trails

6. Winnebago County Trails

7. Waupaca County Trails

8. Shawano County Trails

9. Fox Cities Paper Trail

10. Water Trails

11. Safe Routes 2 School

Attendees then broke into smaller groups to address the following questions:


1. Review the existing trails in your area.

2. How is your community connected to the state system?  

a. What’s missing?

3. How is your community connected to the county system?  

a. What’s missing?

4. What is the status of your local system?  

a. What’s missing?

5. Do you have “safe routes” to schools, shopping and employment?

Recommendations

A.  The state trails can be seen as the “backbone” of the trail system in north east Wisconsin.  It is critical that they connect to provide the framework for our regional and local trails.  Communities should work with the state to complete the following segments as soon as possible:

· The existing Fox Cities Friendship Trail (section from the Wiouwash Trail to Oneida St. in Menasha) east to High Cliff and then to the trail section in Brillion

· The existing Fox Cities Friendship Trail section west to Fremont with an eventual connection to the Tomorrow River Trail in Waupaca Co.

· The Fox River Trail extended south to the point where it crosses the Friendship Trail (and on to Hilbert).

· The trail on the rail bed from New London to Seymour and on into greater Green Bay.

· The Wiouwash Trail from Hortonville to New London and on to Shawano and the Mountain Bay Trail.

B.  There is also a need to complete several regional trail segments to connect communities to the trail system:

· The Fox Cities Paper Trail to provide an “inner ring” to connect the Fox Cites urban area

· A trail segment along an old trolley car right-of-way between Kaukauna and Wrightstown with an eventual connection to the Fox River Trail. 

· A trail segment connecting Neenah to Oshkosh

· A trail segment connecting High Cliff State Park and Calumet Co. Park.

· A trail segment connecting Winneconne and Omro

· A trail segment connecting Winneconne to the Wiouwash Trail

· A possible connection of the CE Trail to the Fox River Trail

· A trail segment connecting the Wiouwash Trail to the Paper Trail on the south end of Neenah

· A trail segment connecting the Paper Trail to the New London to Seymour Trail 

C.  Communities identified critical local trail segments that would link them to the regional trail network.  Note that due to the storm, many communities were not represented at the meeting.  Greenways, Inc should work with the missing communities and East Central Regional Planning Commission to identify additional critical local trail segments.

Town of Grand Chute – develop a continuous route from the north end of the CB Trail to Bubolz Nature Preserve.  Connect the Preserve to Art Lecker Wilderness Park and then to Plamann Park.

Appleton – complete the link from the Newberry Trail to the CE Trail

Town of Greenville – connect existing trails to the CB Trail

Neenah – complete the Oak St Bridge (fall of 2006) and develop a loop through the city that connects both ends of the Little Lake Butte des Morts trestle.  Develop a safe route to Oshkosh

Menasha – complete the segment of the Friendship trail east of Oneida St. and develop safe routes between Menasha and Appleton.

New London - connect the proposed Seymour to New London Trail to the Sturgeon Trail 

Oshkosh – work with the state to finalize the trail over the new Hwy 41 causeway

D.  Additional trails issues

Signage on Trails – There needs to be consistent signage, including directional signs, along the major trails in our area – Friendship Trail, Wiouwash, Fox River, New London to Seymour.

Paper Maps – While we are reluctant to print paper map (cost and outdated as soon as it is printed), the public is requesting maps for the Fox Cities.  Besides the location of the trails, the map needs to show restrooms, parking, restaurants that would serve trail users, and nearby attractions

Equestrian Trails – As development in the area increases, there are fewer places for people to ride.  Subdivisions eliminate some areas as well as increase traffic on the local roads that service them.  The state trails should be designed to accommodate trail riders.  Regional connectors and local trails in rural areas should do this where possible.

Trail Etiquette – We need to find ways to educate trail users on proper etiquette.  As user numbers increase, we are experiencing conflicts between walkers and bikers and bikers and horses.  More research is needed to determine the most effective way to do this in the Fox Cities.

Trails as Transportation – We need to keep in mind that trails are not just recreational facilities, but also serve as transportation routes.  We need to make connections to schools, shopping and employment.  Doing this may not necessarily require a trail but review of intersections and space available on existing roads to safely accommodate bicycles as well as walkways for pedestrians.  More work needs to be done in the Fox Cites as a whole on this issue.  We should work with the major employers to identify and remove barriers bicycle users encounter when trying to commute to work.

Planners Meetings – Fox Cities Greenways has been requested to hold a planners meeting every other year to help facilitate the development and coordination of trails in the Fox Cities.  Add to list of invited counties: Door, Kewaunee and Manitowoc

