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New charitable endowment to support local environmental projects

APPLETON, Wis. – Area environmental organizations are gaining a new, enduring source of financial support this Earth Day with the creation of the Environmental Stewardship Fund, announced today (FRIDAY) by the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region.

“The Environmental Stewardship Fund will expand upon the Community Foundation’s longstanding support for the work of area nature centers and other groups dedicated to preserving the environment,” Curt Detjen, president/CEO, said. “The fund allows people who are passionate about preserving our natural world to support a broad range of Fox Valley-area nonprofit environmental groups, in a way that can adjust as the needs change through the years.”

The announcement kicks off an effort to attract 25 founding donors, each willing to contribute $1,000 or more to the charitable endowment. The Board of Directors of the Community Foundation has committed $25,000 as a match for those first 25 donations. Operating as an endowment, contributions to the fund will be invested, with the earnings generating grants to nonprofit environmental projects and organizations in the Fox Valley area, while the principal remains in place as a perennial source of future grants.

For gifts of $10,000 or more, individuals, families, businesses or organizations can create environmental endowments in their names to support the grant-making, as Richard and Karen Gosse (pronounced GUS-ee) did in becoming the first of the fund’s founding donors. Their Richard and Karen Gosse Environmental Stewardship Fund will add to the grant money, which will be awarded through a quarterly application process.
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“We have a great passion for protecting the environment and wanted to have an entity through which we could donate money to further environmental efforts,” said Richard Gosse, an Appleton dentist. “Establishing the Environmental Stewardship Fund within the Community Foundation now gives us, as well as other people, the ability to contribute to a variety of environmental projects, knowing that the contributions will be effectively managed.”  

The effort to enlist founding donors will continue until Earth Day 2007 and begin adding to the Community Foundation’s environmental grant-making with the start of the new fiscal year on July 1, 2007. The Community Foundation Board also has approved an additional $20,000 to be distributed as environmental grants in fiscal 2007-08.

Ten founding donors have already stepped forward in response to a mailing, contributing a combined $29,000. 

Donations of any size will be accepted. Checks made out to “CFFVR/Environmental Fund” may be mailed to the Community Foundation, P.O. Box 563, Appleton, WI 54912. For gifts of stock or other assets, call the Community Foundation at (920) 830-1290.

The Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region is a tax-exempt, public charity created in 1986 to manage donors’ financial gifts according to their wishes and distribute grants from investment income to support a variety of charitable community causes.  With nearly $13 million in grants awarded in 2004-05 and more than $145 million in assets, it is the second-largest community foundation in Wisconsin and among the top 15 percent nationally.
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