CHAPTER III - HISTORY OF KAUKAUNA

INTRODUCTION

The people who shaped Kaukauna included Native Americans from the
East and West, French missionaries and traders, Yankee investors, Dutch
farmers, and Irish and German craftsmen. All of them used the Fox River--
early as a highway, later as a workhorse. .

To Native Americans, the river was a pathway and a bountiful source
of food and water. Their activities helped to define the community from
earliest times to the mid-1800's. The French, who claimed the Fox Valley
as a part of New France from 1634-1763 and who began to settle it in 1790,
encouraged river traffic and permanent settlements at suitable stopping
points for the exchange of goods and ideas. One of these ideas, the use
of the river as a source of power, was expanded through the latter 1800's
as American Yankees and European craftsmen built the foundation for modern
industry.

The final impetus in the creation of the modern City of Kaukauna came
from the railroad. A century ago, the iron horse took over the role of
industrial supplier, bringing workers and raw materials. The men who
built the railroad stayed to tend the paper mills, and the river found
work in a new kind of plant, making hydroelectric power.
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