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Concerned citizens donated books for a public reading room in 1899, but

as the local Women's group pointed out, the available municipal space above the

jail (on the grounds of the present high school) was not a spot conducive to
quiet re~ding with local drunkards noisily sobering up in the cells below. The

local women found a sympathetic ear in the nationally known philanthropist Andrew

Carnegie and in a former Kaukauna Mayor, Dr. Herbert Tanner, who became the first

president of the Kaukauna Library Board. Tanner successfully negotiated an

arrangement with Carnegie, whereby the latter would donate $1,000 for every $100

raised by the City. The library building cost $7,164. The Kaukauna Library Board
began with influential community residents as members, including two more former

Mayors, Peter Reuter and J.ij. Mulholland, and Kaukauna industrial giants Oscar
Thilmany and Norman Brokaw. It quickly became a cultural resource center for the
whole community.

,
The Grignon Home

In 1934 Kaukauna historians began giving tours of the nearly 100 year old
Charles A. Grignon Home, 1313 Augustine Street.10 The building had fallen into

disrepair, but the last of the resident Grignons, Mrs. Ross Grignon, was pleased
to share the history of the "M~nsion in the Woods" and the Grignon family. The

home had been built in 1937-39 by Charles A. Grignon, a son of the second white

family to permanently settle in Kaukauna. It is one of the few remaining links

to the French fur trading era in the Fox Valley, and the oldest home in Outagamie

County. Because the Grignon family lived in the home for about 100 years, many

original pieces of Americana and Victorian antiques stayed with it.

In 1938 the Outagamie County Historical Society launched a campaign to have
the home repaired and preserved as an historic site. The Grignon Home, with its

valuable collection of books and artifacts, was acquired by Outagamie County and

restored with WPA funding. It was later maintained by the City of Kaukauna with

County support. Today the structure is a primary center for history, education,

and tourism in Kaukauna, and since 1981 hfY been owned and operated by the
Outagamie County Historical Society, Inc.
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