Luther Lindauer

Luther Lindauer began his career with a horse, a wagon, and a good
right hand, his left hand having been lost in a planing mill accident
before he was seventeen years old. Lindauer was born about 1863 to
German-American immigrants who had settled among the Stockbridge Indians
in Calumet County, doing cabinet-making and farming. After the planing
mill accident, Luther finished school in Stockbridge, then moved to
Kaukauna's south side in 1880, where he became part of the industrial
boom. During the winter and spring he drove a team for the hub and
spoke factory, and in summer he worked on the south Kaukauna water
power canal. By fall he was again a teamster, buying and selling stone
on the side. He hauled wood for Mulholland and Brewster and stone for
the Kaukauna Paper Company. In 1884 he continued his dray business by
contract, and began dealing in lime, mortar, and sand. In 1886 he
added ice, wood, and coal. In 1887 Lindauer and his partner Mr. Rhode
opened a large brickyard on the north edge of Kaukauna, and in 1890
Lindauer established the Kaukauna Stone Quarry Company. All the while
Lindauer was branching out into ice and building supplies, he continued
his business as a '"dealer in roadsters and heavy draft horses."l

Luther Lindauer was involved in the construction of many Kaukauna
buildings, the capstone being the Lindauer and Rupert Block (See NRHP
nomination, Elk's Club Lodge, 137-141 E. Second Street). He contracted
for and built four miles of sewer for Kaukauna, and did the masonry for
the Lawe Street Bridge and its approaches. His wife and children
apparently knew him as a good family man, but the community thought of
him as "one of the wide-awake, hustling businessmen of Kaukauna,”" a man
of "indomitable will, untiring energy, and sound judgment."? Even before
the Electric City had power plants on the river, it had dynamos like
Luther Lindauer.

Lindauer was elected to three terms as Mayor of Kaukauna, beginning
in 1890. He had previo%sly served as an alderman, and would later serve
as a County Supervisor.

Sources

lCommemorative Biographical Record, pp. 498-500.
<Ibid.
37b1d.

III - 61







