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Kaukauna’s Municipal Christmas Tree
Tradition

By Carol Van Boxtel

New York erected a tree in Madison Square
and Chicago in Grant Park on the lakefront. The
tradition of the municipal Christmas tree in the
United States started in the early 1900’s. Shortly
before December 25, the largest tree that could be
found was erected in a park or public square and
strung with lights, which spread a glow through
out the holiday season.

The Library erected Kaukauna’s first
municipal Christmas tree ninety-one years ago on
December 23, 1915 at the municipal park. The
community or municipal tree was the idea of Miss
Mingle, schoolteacher and supervisor of music in
the public schools. Instead of going home to
Illinois during Christmas vacation, she remained in
Kaukauna to see the project through.

Miss Mingle’s enthusiasm spread and soon
the City Council, Elks, Odd Fellows, Masons,
Eagles, Advancement Club, Knights of Columbus,
Kaukauna Woman’s Club, Woman’s Relief Corps,
Eastern Star, Lady Macabees, Royal Neighbors
and Kaukauna Electric Dept. pledged time and
money.

A large crowd was present for the lengthy
tree lighting program. Nobody seemed to mind
standing in the snow with the cold wind blowing.
At 7:00 pm all the bells of the city began to ring
and the lights on the tree were turned on and a
municipal program followed. The program
consisted of music by the high school band and
Christmas songs sung by the Masonic quartet,
Congregational choir, St. Mary’s choir, public
grade school children and the boys’ and girls’
Kaukauna High School choir.  Unfortunately, a
freight engine ding-donged its bell almost
continuously while St. Mary’s choir sang.

In 1916, the Kaukauna Trades and Labor

council took the initiative to continue the
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municipal Christmas tree tradition and donated $25
towards the purchase of a big evergreen. A tree,
which the Kaukauna Times stated “will be the
center of the common celebration of the Nativity by
the people of this city.” The Trades and Labor
Council appointed William O’Connell, E. C.
Driessen, Edward Whittier, and C. E. Raught to
their committee, which would work with volunteer
committees from other organizations.

In 1918, local organizations didn’t plan a
tree lighting program. The Kaukauna Electric
Department turned on the lights in the city and the
municipal Christmas tree on Christmas Eve night.
A notice in the Kaukauna Times stated “the value
of our tree is purely aesthetic and through the
holidays it will stand brilliantly lighted at night, as
a sign that Christmas joy has spread throughout this
city and that the whole community has yielded to
the spirit of peace and goodwill.”

In the early 1920’s, Kaukauna’s municipal
tree disappeared until 1926, when Dr. W. C.
Sullivan, mayor of Kaukauna, once again initiated
the community tree. He designated the site across
from the municipal building on top of the
municipal garage for the Christmas tree. The
Kaukauna Electric Department set up the tree and
covered it with 200 electric light bulbs.

This photo of the Kaukauna Electric and Water Department
line crew was taken in the early 1950’s. Pictured from left to
right are Emmett McMorrow, Melvin Mainville, Les Wendt,
Jack Damro, Fred Vanden Bloomer and Bud Heinz.
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By the 1940’s Kaukauna homeowners
donated a live evergreen tree growing in their
yards. Some of the trees were over thirty feet high
and the city workers and line crew cut the tree and
set it up on the bridge. Over the years, the tree
lighting ceremony moved to the same date in
November that officially started the Christmas
shopping season.

As far as City Hall remembers, the
community Christmas tree was moved to the library
grounds in 2000. In 2003 Mayor Lambie bought an
artificial tree, which city workers decorated and set
up in a permanent spot in Canal Park. Hopefully,
Kaukauna’s Community Christmas tree will greet
residents and visitors for many years to come.
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KAHS is interested in :

e Names of residents who donated a Christmas
tree to the city

e Pictures of the tree on the bridge, by the library
or in Canal Park

e Any additional history or incidents concerning

[Kaukauna Times 1916]
From The Past

“The Community Christmas Tree for 1916 as
mentioned in last week’s Times was given a new
impetus when the Kaukauna Trades and Labor
Council unanimously offered to aid the proposition,
and will donate $25 towards it. There will be no
canvass made for funds aside from voluntary
subscriptions.”

o Page 1, First paragraph, March 8, 1939 date
should read March 8, 1839.

e Page 9, Under meetings, Victor Haen Meeting
Room should read Haen Meeting Room. The
meeting room is named for Gene Haen.

Kaukauna Trivia Game

1. Who was the founder of the Riverview
Sanitorium?

2. What previously occupied the site on the
corner of Second St. and Main Ave. where
the parking lot of East Wisconsin Savings
and Loan now stands?

3. Who was Kaukauna’s “
ring in the 1920’s?

4. What Kaukauna organization, formed at the
turn of the century, did much to counter at-
tacks on the Catholic Church?

5. What was the name of the Marcus-owned
Theater in Kaukauna?

6. What was the name of the brewery pur-
chased by Arthur Jones and Theodore
Oudenhoven in 1933 located on Desnoyer
St.?

7. Who was the first white explorer to pass

through Kaukauna?

Who was Kaukauna’s first full-time mayor?

9. Who was Kaukauna’s first doctor who ar-
rived in 18737

10. Why was Holy Cross Church rebuilt when
the building was only 15 years old?

pride” in the boxing
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Answers on page 8

This is the Kaukauna Public Library Trivia Game written and
researched by Peg Vande Hey of the staff of the Kaukauna
Public Library in 1985 — the year of the Centennial of the
incorporation of the City of Kaukauna.

[Kaukauna Times 1907]

From The Past

“The proprietors of the several soda fountains in
the city have signed an agreement that henceforth
they will charge ten cents straight for any ice cream
sodas or sundaes.”

[Kaukauna Times 1922]

From The Past
A “Serious” Accident
“A  very “serious” accident happened

Wednesday afternoon when Jiggs, Gust Johnson’s
high priced rabbit dog was killed by a falling
branch from a tree in Mr. Johnson’s yard. No date
has as yet been set for the funeral although it will
be held as soon as the wagon gets around. Gust is
reported to be on the watch for a new dog.”

Kaukauna Area Historical Society Newsletter Winter 2006, Vol. 1, No. 4




brick and Bedford Stone in Early Colonial design.
A rise of three concrete steps on a low terrace will
bring one to the brick-inlaid porch. Massive doors
and proportionately massive columns and pilasters
will form the entrance to a beautifully tiled
vestibule.

Directly to the rear of the vestibule, will be
a spacious waiting room with a linoleum floor and
modern furnishings. A door leading through the
ante-room which in turn opens to a side entrance of
the building leads to Dr. Flanagan’s offices on the
left and to Dr. Bolinske’s suite on the right.

The first room of Dr. Bolinske’s suite is to
be the X-Ray laboratory and rest room. This leads
to the dark-room and then to the dental operating
room, and from there, to his laboratory and office
directly to the rear of the cast side of the building.

Across the hallway in Dr. Flanagan’s suite,

“Edward Powers well known local man has
purchased the recently completed Model Home
from the Fuller Goodman Company here, according
to an announcement made on Thursday. The
consideration was said to have been $7,000. The
home was built last year and the time of the
building by the Fuller Goodman company aroused
much interest here as hundreds of people make an
inspection of it. Various merchants of the city
aided in the display all that time thoroughly
furnishing it for the exhibit. It stands at the corner
of Metoxon avenue and Seventh Street. It was
reported that the new owner would move into the
house in about two weeks.”

This home was highlighted in the fall newsletter!

Kaukauna Area Historical Society Newsletter Winter 2006, Vol. 1, No. 4

























