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Growth of the
THE Niagara Mill owes its beginning

to John Stoveken, Sr.. a member of
. the Framhach family which was active in
j carly Wisconsin Paper Mill operation.

John, while cruising and buying timber
for the Badger Paper Company of Kau-
kauna, in which he was a partner, re-
alized the industrial possibilities of the
Lower Quinnesec Falls. In 1889 he ac-
quired thc property adjoining the falls
and built a small pulp mill, which made
groundwood lap, and employed ten or
twelve men.

Quinnesec was the nearest railroad
point so the product of the mill had to
be ferried on rafts across the river
abow thc Falls ?nd then hauled about
5 miles to the railroad line by horse and
Ilagon. John Stovtken, J r., son of the
owner of (he mill, was the mill foreman.
The big log camp nearby, run by George
Roeder, furnished timber for the mill.

About 1892 the Quinnesec Falls com-

Niagara
pany. a suhsidilry of the Badger Paper
Company, Kaukauna, acquired the prop-
erty and shortly afterward added a on(:-
machine paper mill. The difficulties and
expense of transportation of ~he materi-
als and products cf the mill were soh'ed
in 1894-1895 when the Chicago and
North Western Railway Company built
its line into Niagara from Quinnesec.

In 1897, Kimberly and Clark Co. were
feeJing the need for a manufacturing
unit nearer to the supply of pulpwood,
and began negotiations with Colonel
Frambach for the purchase of the prop.
erty from the Badger Paper Company,
which stood on the site then known as
QuinnesecFalls. On February 18, 18G8.
F. J. Sensenbrenner, W. H. Ryan and
other Kimberly Dnd Clark officials made
the trip from Quinnesec to Niagara by
bobsled down the ice-covered river. and
concluded the transaction. Mr. Ryan im-
mediately took over as manager, and re-

Mill
rnainrd for mallY yc'ars.

The Ilrxt yrar Ihl old mill was niZGd.
and in its place wo:re huilt a two-machine
paper mill with 156" machines that
operated 400 feet per minute. Their
size and speed !)ut them ahead of any.
thing else in the coulltry. Pulp was
furnished by a Ilew 60-ton groundwood
mill and a 50-ton sulphite mill.

Ait hough these machines were built
10 make manila wrapping and water-
fmished papcrs. they wcrc converted in
1901 (0 the ma'1ufacture of newsprint
when early in 1901 t he three-machine
mill at Kimberly. Wisconsin, was burned
down and it became necl:ssary to transfer
the Kimberly contracts to Xiagara. The
fIrst newsprint made was shipped to the
Evcning Wisco1lsi/1 of Milwaukee.

The Last K.C. Newsprint
In 19I6 the X iav.ara mill was again

(C.?Iltinued (in page 65)
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of the VillageGrowth of Niagara
IT MUST have bcen near the dawn of

the Nineteenth century that Chappiew
or Chappie, for whom Chappie Rapids
is named, left his British Fur Company
trading post near the mouth of the
Menominee River to explore the hinter-
land in the vicinity of what is now Ni-
agara. He must have marveled at the
innate beauty of the region where the
river carved its way through the ro(ky
gorges.

Nearly half a century passed before
timber cruisers, seeking fortunes for
their employers, re-discovered the reilion,
with eyes less on the beauty of the
country than on the accessibility of the

plentiful pine timber. Transient crew'
moved in, cut the timber, and moved on
leaving the first marks of civilization.

In 1889, John Stoveken built a small
pulp mill adjacent to the falls, the be-
ginning of a settlement consisting of a
lumber camp, blacksmith shop ann a
store.

When Kimberly and Clark Company
became interested in thc' proper! y in
1897, there were (lnly two frame houses
and no sidewalks in the settlement. Thi.
area where the clubhouse now stands
was a cedar swamp. The main sl repl
was a crooked lane between stumps. The
first general store, operated hy John

Sto\"eken, Jr., was near the site of the
former Grand View Hotel. No churches
had been built, and Stoveken was also
operatin~ the fir5t hotel, a tavern and
held the office of supervisor. He was
also the first Postmaster, with the Post
Offic:' then being known as Quinnesec
Falls.

The community at Nia~ara ~rew
rapidly and had a population of 1,247
in a special census taken by H. J.
.\fcAliister on December I, 1912. as
preliminary to petitioning the circuit
conrt for the incorporation of the
,.;ettlement as a village. On January 12,

I Conlinurd on page 64)
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FRAMBACH,Henry A., (CivilWar) was born in Syracuse, NYNovember 21, 1840. He came to
Outagamie County in 1872, settled in Kaukauna and engaged in paper making. He enlisted
as a soldier in the CivilWar, Company G, 61st Regt, Illinois Volunteer Infantry at the
breaking out of the war and served until its close. He was married in 1866 to Fanny M.
ClaspiU, who was born in MoorshiU, Indiana in 1847. Their children are John Henry, born
1868, Katharine Frambach Gray, born 1869, Clarence C., born 1876, died 1876; Charles
Louis born 1881, Arthur born 1877, Edgar born 1879. Mr. Frambach's residence is at the
corner of Wisconsin Avenue and Depot Street, Kaukauna. Taken from The Outagamie
County Pioneer Record.
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