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History doesn't record the 'first ,vhite
man to set foot on what is now the Vil-
lage of Niagara, bu~ it. must have. been
somewhere near the dawn of the Nine-
teenth.century that Chnppieu, or Chap-
pie, for "Thorn Chappie Rapids i$ named,
left his British Fur 'Company trading
post near the mouth of the river to ex-
plore the hinterland. He must have mar-
veled at the innate beauty of the region
where the majestic Menominee carved
its way through the rocky g'orges.

Nearly half a century passed before
timber cruisers, seeking fortunes for
their employers~ re-disco,vered the re-
gion, but their eyes were not on the
beautv of the country hut on the acces-
sibility of the timber: for the pine ('over-
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ed miles on end in ever~Tdirection.
It remained for John Stoveken, whose

true name was Frambach, to sense .the
industrial possibilities of Lower Quinne-
sec Falls. John, cruising and buying
timber for the Badger Paper company,
Kaukauna, in which he was a partner
,,'ith his brother, Colonel Frambach, and
the late U. S. Senator Vlilas, harnessed

"the 'power at the Frul1sand in lR89 erect-
"ed a small pulp mill, employing 10 or 12
men and making groundwood pulp.

Quinnesec was the nearest railroad

\".

. point so the product of the mill had to
be ferried on rafts across. the river above
the Falls and then hauled to the railroad
line by horse and 'wagon. John Stove-
ken, Jr., son of the o:\vner whose widow
and family still 'live at Pemhine where
they operate a general store, was the
foreman at the mill and the big, long
camp nearbjT was run by Georg~ Roeder
and furnished a steady supply of timber
for the mi]). By 1891, the lit.tle settle-
ment boasted of pulp mill, lumber canlP,
blacksmith shop and store, all owned by
John Stoveken.

Several lumber camps were nearby
with operations being carried on by the
N. Ludington company, Kirby-.Carpen-
tel' company Hamilton-Merryman com-
pany, the Fowlers, HORmerR,Wells Bros.,
Jesse Spalding and others.

About 1892, the Quinnesec Falls com-
pany, a subsidiary of the Badger Paper
Company, Kaukauna, aequired the prop-
erty and sho'rtly afterward added a one-
machine paper mill. The difficulties and
expense of tranR'Portation of the mater-
ials and products of the m~ll ;were solved
in ] 894-1895 when t,h8 Chicago & North
'Western Railway Company huilt its line
into Niagara from Quinnesec.

The Kimberly-Clark Corporation, then
Kimberly and Clark company, feeling
the necessity for a manufacturing unit
near the raw materia] supply, purchased
from Colonel F.rambach1 head of the Bad-
ger Paper Company, and his associates
the mill, which st.ood on the site then
Imown as Quinnesec Falls. The purchase
was concluded on February 18, 1898,
when F. J: Sensenbrenner, now presi-
dent, W. H. Ryan, who immediately ~e-
came manager, and other offkials of the
Kimberly and Clark Company made the
trip from Quinnesee to Niagara by bob-
sled down the ice-covered river.

. In 1899 the existing mill was remov-
ed and there was constructed on the
same s.ite a 60-ton g-round\vood mill, a
50-to'n sulphite mill and a two-machine
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ThIs was a common ..eene In the town of NI-
acara 30 yea"l ago when log-gin=- ~\'as stili be-
11111"carried 011. Noh'" ill till" .,Ioetul-e are MOII-

.'o."iul J,onls RueHl", \Vllfred CraU, Fred
- Bllrh('Y aud Al Crettou

'-.--

Log'ginr; bas given way to farmlua- In the
town ot Nlagarn as tlte timber Is removed,
'l'bls picture sbows Ibe line fa nt' buildln::s 011
the A. J. Cr..t1o11 farm. ,1 mfle.. ,",outllea"t of
Nlngara. Some ot tbe IInest farm bllildilll,:'" In

"df'l"u."oJ aqJ tlJ paJ8,>01 a.lp. '£IlmO;) aq,

Towns of Niagara, Pembine and Dunbar
There is much similarity in the early pany. Pembine and Ni~gara were part

history of the towns of Niagara, Pem-. of the town of Pike, later the town of
bine and Dunbar. Marinette and Men- Amberg, while the town of Dunbar was
ominee lumbermen, s,eeing,the vast acre- known as ,the town of Girard and inc,]ud-
age of pine in the northern end of vvhat ed what i.s,now the town of Goodman.
is now Marinette county but ,what in the Pembine was one of the principal out-
early years was a part of Oconto county" posts for the lumberjacks "vith old tilffi:e-

- -erected camps throughout the area of the saloons out-numhering all other bus i-
three towns. The principal operatoil'S ness pl.aces. The settlement was. given
who maintained logging camps in the further iimpetus in 1887 when the Soo
vicinity were Charles Shie/lds, Hamilton- Line railroad comp'leted its junction
Merryman Company, N. Ludington Com with the Milwaukee road at Pembine,
pan y, Blodgett and Dav~s, Albert bringing a large transient population to

~ Brandt, Culbertson and Wells, Girard this cross-roans of the north.
Lumber Company, Peshtigo Company, Dunbar reached its zenith anout 30
Holnres, Menominee Bay Shore Lumber years ago when the Girard Lumber com-
Company and the KiJrby-Carpenter com,. pany with John Well.s, ME'Dominee,. as

The 1939-1040 NlnClira town board. Left to
rlcbt. Harold Schindler. AUl\"WltLlelJltz.
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NIII=-arn IOWl.S/.ID and Grallce baU Is tbe bus-
Ine.. unci social center ot the tow 11

ot X1nJ:;llra.
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