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Luther Lindauer
'"

Luther Lindauer began his career with a horse, a wagon, and a good

right hand, his left hand having been lost in a planing mill accident

before he was seventeen years old. Lindauer was born about 1863 to
German-American immigrants who had settled among the Stockbridge Indians

in Calumet County, doing cabinet-making and farming. After the planing

mill accident, Luther finished school in Stockbridge, then moved to

Kaukauna's south side in 1880, where he became part of the industrial
boom. During the winter and spring he drove a team for the hub and

spoke factory, and in summer he worked on the south Kaukauna water

power canal. By fall he was again a teamster, buying and selling stone
on the side. He hauled wood for Mulholland and Brewster and stone for

the Kaukauna Paper Company. In 1884 he continued his dray business by
contract, and began dealing in lime, mortar, and sand. In 1886 he

added ice, wood, and coal. In 1887 Lindauer and his partner Mr. Rhode
opened a large brickyard on the north edge of Kauk~una, and in 1890

Lindauer established the Kaukauna Stone Quarry Company. All the while

Lindauer was branching out into ice and building supplies, he continued

his business as a "dealer in roadsters and heavy draft hQrses."l

Luther Lindauer was involved in the construction of many Kaukauna

buildings, the capstone being the Lindauer and Rupert Block (See NRHP

nomination, Elk's Club Lodge, 137-141 E. Second.Street). He contracted ~

for and built four miles of sewer for Kaukauna, and did the masonry for
the Lawe Street Bridge and its approaches. His wife and children

apparently knew him as a good family man, but the community thought of
him as "one of the'wide-awake, h\!stling businessmen of Kaukauna," a man

of "indomitable will, untiring energy, and sound jUdgment."2 Even before
the Electric City had power plants on the river, it had dynamos like
Luther Lindauer.

Lindauer was elected to three terms as Mayor of Kaukauna, beginning

in 1890. He had previo~sly served as an alderman, and would later serve
as a County Supervisor.

Sources

lCommemorative Biographical Record, pp. 498-500.
2rbid.
3IbTd.
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Mathew J. Meade
(1823 - 1896)

Mathew Meade was born in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, and moved to
Wisconsin in 1840. He first resided in Green Bay, and married Miss Harriet
Pelton of Omro in 1858. He was commissioned Captain of Company F, 32nd
Wisconsin Volunteers in 1862, and inunediatelywent to the front at Memphis,
Tennessee. Meade served under General William T. Sherman, and was one of
Sherman's officers on the famous march to the sea. Meade was discharged
for disability just before the end of the Civil War.l

Meade was one of the early elected officials of Brown County, serving

long terms as county clerk and register of deeds. Following his service in
the Civil War, in the fall of 1865, Captain Meade was elected to the
Wisconsin state senate.2

Meade's early government service in Brown County acquainted him with
desirable land which was available in the Fox River Valley. Together with
George Lawe he donated land to create the campus of Lawrence University in
Appleton. The Rev. Ruder Smith, Lawrence's unscrupulous agent, "interpreted"
Meade's donation as a gift to Amos Lawrence rather than to the college, and
to the unhappiness of the Meade family, much of the land was resold to become
Appleton's College Avenue conunercial district. Meade personally supervised
the development of his Kaukauna land holdings and ~~ilt a beautiful home
overlooking the Islands in the river, which he had purchased (See NRHP
nomination, M. J. Meade Home, 309 Division Street). In 1880, together with
Captain N.M. Edwards, he built the Meade and Edwards water power canal
between Islands 3 and 4.3 The projec~ had a capacity of 1,500 horsepower,
created by joining Islands 3 and 4 with a large stone dam, forming a reservoir.
A wing dam brought in water from the north channel of the river.4 On the
Meade and Edwards Canal, George Kelso's pulp mill and the Fox River Pulp
Company mill were erected by 1883.5 In 1887, Meade and Edwards sold their
water power rights to the Kaukauna Water Power Company. Meade received
$22,000 and retained his ownership in Island No. 4.6 The Water Power
Company received the burden of proving its right to river power in competition
with the Green Bay and Mississippi Canal Company, a cause in which it was
ultimately unsuccessful. From his home on Division Street, Captain Meade
may well have enjoyed being "above" the litigation which continued through
the rest of his lifetime and was finally resolved in the United States
Supreme Court.7

Sources

lHistory of the Streets of Kaukauna, p. 39.
Llbid. . .. -. -. -- ------..

3Ibid.

4LIOn of the Fox River Valley, p. 53.
5Kaukauna Times, March 30, 1883.
6Kaukauna Times, January 7, 1887.
7See Kaukauna Times, December 2, 1898, and History of Outagamie County,

pp. 579-588.
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