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Highlights 

 
Religious View points/GLBT s 

 
Office Work Continues  

 
PV  Annual Meeting in May 

Inside 

 
A Physicians View on AIDS 

 
News and Commentary 

 
Community Calendar  

Events 

 
March Art Exhibit/Sale-Fox River Lounge/GB 

 
March 19th Movie/Pizza Night at PV  office

  
March 22nd Teen Connection at 7pm WPT   

 

An Evening of Good Conversation, some Pizza and a Movie   
Join us March 19th at the PV Office in Green Bay 

A movie, Pizza and friends...  
POSITIVE VOICE will be hosting a 

Movie/Pizza night at our office location 
in Green Bay on Saturday, March 19th.  

Refreshments at 6pm, Pizza at 6:30pm 
and around 7pm we will show the movie 
Prey for Rock and Roll .  Pizza will be 

ordered and served for just $5.  
According to 

IMDB, Prey 
for Rock & 
Roll

 

is the 
story of Jacki 
and her all-girl 
rock and roll 
band, Clam 
Dandy, who are 
trying to make it 
in the LA club 
scene of the late 
1980's. After ten 

years of being ignored by record 
producers, Jacki and the band find hope 
in one producer who promises to see 
them play and consider them for a 
contract. Jacki resolves to play this one 
last gig and then throw in the towel if 
she does not find success.  

Personal tragedies, however, threaten 
to rip the band apart, rocking the 
foundation of friendship and trust the 
women have built together. Ultimately, 
the band must find its strength in the 
music that is their passion and the thread 

that holds them together, inspiring them 
to prevail. 

The movie is rated R.  All over 18 are 
invited to attend. For more 
information about this event please e-
mail: info@pvinc.org or visit our website 
at www.PVInc.org

  

Letter from the President 

It has been a very busy months since 
our last newsletter. I will try to hit the 
highlights yet look ahead as well 
throughout this newsletter.  

Since opening our Office door to the 
public this past January 28th, POSITIVE 

VOICE volunteers have installed or 
completed the following items:   

 

DSL connection to the Internet. 

 

2 desktop PC s 

 

Wireless Router 

 

Freezer/Refrigerator 

 

Microwave 

 

Hallway partition 

 

Book Library Software 

 

Started Thursday Drop In 
Night

  

1st Printing of new Brochures 
During the next few months, PV 

Education Committee members will be 
working to enter all donated books into 
our new Library database.  Once this is 
completed, members will be able to 

check out books during out Thursday 
evening office hours or at other special 
meeting times in the office.  

Several more Internet enabled PC s 
will be setup within the office for use by 
our members and guests.   

The PV board is continuing the work 
to provide some Support group 
programming in April.  More 
information as it is available.   

Please review the following updated 
wish list of items includes the following:  

- 4 Folding Tables (6 foot length) 
- 2 card tables  
- 2 Storage Cabinets with shelves 
- Kitchen Supplies 
- Microwave Cooking Dishes 
- 3 Unit Wireless Portable Phone 

system with Answering Machine  
- Miscellaneous Office Supplies  
- Monetary Donations for office to 
purchase some of the above items. 

- Donation of time/Expertise 
(cleaning, painting, carpeting, 
carpentry, etc) 

Please contact PV or a board member if 
you would like to contribute.   

Thanks! Dennis  

DOSD 2005 a Success 

The Day of Self-Discovery GLBT 
Conference this past February 25th and 
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26th was a great success. It was a great 
opportunity for networking and learning 
about the necessary components of 
collaboration planning.  The event was 

attended by a 
number of GLBTQ 
supportive groups 
from NE Wisconsin.  

Scott Fearing, a 
Senior Director with 
OutFront Minnesota, 
reviewed  coming-
out issues, the 
components of 
sexual identity, 
research findings and 
some approaches to 
coming out to family, 

friends, co-workers and others in our 
lives.  Given the response by the 
attendees, we will be sure to invite Scott 
again soon.  

Student Scholarship 

PV Board members and Education 
Committee will be meeting with a local 
supporter to develop a scholarship for 
local GLBTQ students.  The potential 
benefactor will present the proposed 
concept and continued discussions will 
follow on implementation, application 
process and criterion for selection of 
scholarship recipients.   

March Teen Connection 
Looks at Issues Faced by 

GLBT Teens 

What kind of climate exists in the 
hallways, cafeterias and classrooms of 
Wisconsin s schools? If you re a gay, 
lesbian, bi-sexual or transgendered 
(GLBT) teen, it may be a hostile one.   

That climate will be explored on the 
next edition of Teen Connection on 
Wisconsin Public Television (WPT). 
GLBT Teens airs live at 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 22. WMVS-TV in 
Milwaukee will air the program at the 
same time.  

It s a 60-minute broadcast that will 
feature several Green Bay area students 

who are part of school organizations 
known as gay-straight alliances.  

The adolescents will share their 
experiences, and viewers may call in with 
questions or comments. Some of the 
calls will be selected for on-air response.  

While it s not possible to specifically 
anticipate what callers will pose, it s likely 
some will focus on the stories behind the 
statistics on GLBT youth in schools.   

In classrooms where faggot is heard 
more often than the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and 39 percent of LGBT 
students report being physically assaulted 
because of their sexual orientation, our 
schools and the states that govern them 
are failing, said Kevin Jennings, Exec. 
Director of the national Gay, Lesbian 
and Straight Education Network.  

His organization has prepared a state-
by-state report card on policymakers 
response to ensuring school safety for all 
students, and assessing the overall school 
climate. Wisconsin received a grade of C.  

It s reported that 84 percent of GLBT 
youth are verbally harassed, 39 percent 
are physically harassed and 64 percent 
feel unsafe in their schools because of 
their sexual orientation. There is a likely 
correlation between those instances and 
the reactions among GLBT teens, 
including a 28 percent dropout rate, and 
other negative behaviors such as suicidal 
thoughts and substance abuse.  

Whether a teen is GLBT or not, those 
kind of stressors within a community 
affect everyone. In response, some 
Wisconsin schools have seen the 
formation of gay-straight alliances, of the 
nature that will be represented on the 
Teen Connection broadcast. In the 
Green Bay area, for example, about 150 
students are regularly active in groups at 
six schools.  

The alliances are student-organized 
and student-led and aim to create safe, 
welcoming places for all youth regardless 
of sexual orientation. Viewers can call 
toll-free at (877) 988-2888 during the 
Teen Connection program.   

For more resources, check 
www.wpt.org/teenconnection

  

Kay Klubertanz of WPT is the 
executive producer of Teen Connection. 
Dean Thomas of Educational Television 

Production of Northeastern Wisconsin 
and Eileen Littig, NEWIST/ CESA # 7 
are co-producers.  

Sula Kim hosts the program and 
appears courtesy of WBAY-TV/Green 
Bay. Toll-free service is provided 
courtesy of Nsight Long Distance.  

Wisconsin Public Television is a 
service of the Wisconsin Educational 
Communications Board and University 
of Wisconsin-Extension.  

Education Committee Assists 
with Teen Connection 

PV Education Committee members 
have been working with NEWIST 
Director Eileen Littig to complete the 
Teen Connection TV Show that will be 
aired on March 22, 2005 on Public 
Television at 7pm. It will feature teen 
GLBT issues faced in todays world. 

NEWIST programming has received 
numerous awards, including: 

Gold Medal, Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, Midwest Emmy, 
Golden Eagle Award, CINE Award 
of Excellence, Wisconsin 
Broadcasters' Association Honorable 
Mention, AECT Crystal Awards and 
the Parents Choice Approval.   
Many of our own teens from the 

Green Bay Area are featured in clips that 
will run throughout the program.  Susan 
Allen, GSA advisor at Southwest HS, 
will participate on the live call in panel, 
Kathleen Leadley will be interviewed as a 
parent of a gay son and Dale Winkler 
will work as a consultant and assist the 
live call in phone banks.  

Voting Constituents Meet with  
State Senator Hansen 

Green Bay Activist Network 
members working in conjunction with 
Action Wisconsin organized a meeting 
with State Senator Hansen recently in 
Green Bay to discuss the state s 
proposed Anti Gay Marriage 
Amendment.  

Sitting at a large oval conference table, 
about 14 constituents took their turn in 
sharing concerns and personal stories as 
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to how this proposed amendment 
simply goes too far .  The Senator 

appeared to be moved by the personal 
testimonies offered. He seemed 
especially concerned how the 
amendment could end any existing 
domestic partnership benefits offered 
currently by local governments and 
companies.  Attendees stressed that this 
amendment does not only make 
GLBTQ s second class citizens, it will 
likely steer good employees and potential 
employers from locating in Wisconsin.  

Fox River Lounge Welcomes 
McGowan Art Exhibit 

Shawn McGowan, abstract artist and 
owner of the Four Corners Gallery will 
have a debut/ premier of the "Hidden 
Thoughts Collection" exhibit March 
18th at 5:00pm at the Fox River Lounge. 
Shawn s work is of incorporated realistic 
fears and traumatic events from everyday 
life with a modest and relative undertone 
to create a "hidden -thought" type of 
abstract art. Wall art will be displayed 
and available for sale. 25% of all sales 
made during the month of March, will 
be donated to Positive Voice Inc. for 
AIDS Education and outreach to youth. 

As an added treat, there will be a 
performance beginning at 9:00pm by 
Glamarama, Green Bay's premier female 
trio! This trio performs hits from the 
40's, 50's, 60's, and more. Pop tunes are 
just some of the tunes from the group s 
repertoire. Swing melodies are crooned 
and Broadway hits belted! 

The Fox River Lounge located at 715 
South Broadway Street, Green Bay, WI. 
with plenty of parking under the Mason 
Street Bridge. Any questions, comments, 
or concerns, please feel free to call 920-
562-8311. 

Ed Committee Receives Grant 

Members of the Education 
Committee wrote a grant for the Green 
Bay and De Pere Public School's GSA's. 
The grant is through Partners in 
Education, which is a program of the 
Green Bay Area Chamber of Commerce 

(2005 Asset-Building Mini-Grant). The 
POSITIVE VOICE board approved 
becoming the fiscal agent with matching 
dollars. The grant was approved.   

The grant proposal will have students 
reviewing and evaluating teen oriented 
books relating to LGBTQ issues/ topics. 
Books would be purchased for the youth 
to review that would later become a part 
of the PV library.  Two evening sessions 
will be conducted, with the first session 
introducing the books.  A second 
evening session would include a review 
of the books while sharing of pizza, soft 
drinks and dessert. 

Editorial: God, gays and the 
gospel of love 

A n editorial 

 

The Capital Times 
March 13, 2005 

To hear the right-wing political 
zealots who hold sway in the legislative 
chambers of Washington and many state 
capitols - including, we are sorry to say, 
Madison - a confused populous might be 
led to believe that the Christian Bible is 
packed with visceral hate speech about 
gays and lesbians and anyone who might 
want to treat them as the children of 
God.  

But, as pastors from around 
Wisconsin pointed out when they rallied 
to oppose attempts to require 
discrimination against same-sex couples, 
those who make the Bible into a weapon 
for the advancement of hatred and 
inequality are deliberately rewriting the 
gospels to serve their own narrow 
political agenda. 

"We are tired of hearing fear, hate and 
intolerance preached in our name," said 
the Rev. Jennifer Thomas, pastor of 
Lake Park Lutheran Church in 
Milwaukee. She and other members of 
Christians for Equality gathered at the 
Capitol last week to lobby against a 
proposed state constitutional 
amendment that would bar not only 
same-sex marriages but also state-
sanctioned civil unions and other basic 
protections for gay and lesbian families. 

"We're Christians, too, and we stand 
opposed to this amendment. God does 

not hate homosexuals," Thomas 
declared. "God does not hate anyone."  

The pastor has a point.  Right-wing 
legislators - who have used the crusade 
against gay rights to deflect attention 
from their failure to address serious 
questions of tax fairness, economic 
development, and education and health 
care funding - like to claim that the Bible 
justifies what they see as an urgent 
necessity to ensure that Wisconsin 
actively discriminates against gays and 
lesbians. (In reality, the only urgency is a 
political one, as was made obvious by 
their moves to delay a statewide vote on 
the amendment until the 2006 
gubernatorial election.) 

The truth, as a growing number of 
pastors from a variety of denominations 
are stepping up to point out, is not as the 
legislative hypocrites suggest. Far from 
being a lexicon of hate, the Bible 
preaches love. 

"You can take passages out of context 
to prove that slavery is acceptable ... or 
to prove the subjugation of women," 
explains Curt Anderson, senior pastor of 
First Congregational United Church of 
Christ in Madison. But, he adds, "If you 
read the Bible in the same sense that 
Jesus did ... he said there are two 
commandments. One is to love your 
God with all your heart and soul and 
mind and strength. The other is like unto 
it: Love your neighbor as yourself." 

Wisconsin is not a theocracy. 
Legislators ought not write amendments 
with the goal of imposing certain 
religious beliefs on all the state's citizens. 
But if legislators are going to go to the 
Bible for inspiration, they must read the 
gospels in context. To do so is to 
recognize, as the pastors who visited the 
Capitol last week have, that the gospels 
of love and tolerance must never be 
allowed to serve as the tools of the petty 
politicians who are the pharaohs of our 
time. 

JOE SOLMONESE Named HRC 
President 

WASHINGTON - Joe Solmonese, 
chief executive officer of EMILY's List, 
the nation's largest political action 

http://www.PVinc.org


 

 Phone: 920-435-4404 Page 4  March 2005

 

PO Box 1381, Green Bay, WI  54305-1381 www.PVinc.org e-mail: info@pvinc.org 

committee, was named President of the 
Human Rights Campaign today by the 
organization's Board of Directors and 
Foundation Board.  Solmonese today 
announced that, upon taking the helm at 
HRC on April 11, 2005, he will tour the 
country, meeting with the American 
people, GLBT community members and 
leaders at town hall meetings and other 
events in the workplace, communities of 
color and in communities of faith.  

"A great leader surfaced early and we 
are thrilled with the result," said Vic 
Basile, co-chair of the HRC Foundation 
Board and co-chair of the Search 
Committee. "Joe has an unrivaled track 
record at the nation's foremost 
progressive electoral powerhouse. We 
are confident  that he will appeal to 
Americans across the political and 
ideological spectrum." 

Solmonese made the following 
statement today:  "We need to make sure 
every GLBT American has a safe  place 
to come out and join us in the fight for 
equality. Our equality under the law is 
evolving as the defining social and 
political issue of our time  As a gay 
American, I am very honored to serve 
HRC and the GLBT community and to 
join the leadership of a movement that is 
working toward an America that keeps 
its promise to all its citizens.  We must 
tell the stories of our lives and the 
struggles we face to our straight friends, 
co-workers and family members. 
Increasing our presence and visibility 
across America will be a top priority of 
my tenure.  HRC is not simply a GLBT 
organization; we're an organization of 
everyone who supports GLBT equality. 
We'll ask every GLBT American to enlist 
three new allies - a straight co-worker, a 
friend and a family member - in our 
work for full equality.  

We know that we have broad support 
across the country and we need to ask 
our friends and families to be involved at 
the ballot box or talking directly to 
elected officials.  

Our movement will grow as our unity 
grows. With more Americans of both 
parties on our side, we will be an 
unstoppable force. We must ensure that 
every American family has equal rights 

and responsibilities; that it's illegal for the 
boss to fire the star employee simply 
because of who he or she is; that families 
have the security of marriage and all the 
rights and responsibilities that it affords 
and that every American living with and 
at risk for HIV takes prevention 
seriously so that this generation does not 
experience the devastation that the last 
generation did at the hands of this 
disease. 

That's why I intend to hit the road in 
my first week. We are broadening the 
American conversation about equality. 
I'll be meeting with GLBT families, 
religious leaders, corporate leaders, 
communities of color, and employee 
groups and GLBT community leaders 
across the country, and talking about the 
path to our equality."  

A native of Massachusetts, Solmonese 
is 40 and lives in Washington, D.C. and 
has been an HRC Federal Club member 
for more than 12 years. He graduated 
from Boston University in 1987 with a 
bachelor of science in communications. 

"In every region of this nation, 
activists, candidates and committed 
individuals have been inspired by and 
benefited from Joe's political expertise 
and tireless drive to create a more 
progressive America. He is a masterful 
political strategist with a long track 
record of success. From helping 
Congressperson Tammy Baldwin 
achieve a historic victory in Wisconsin to 
electing Democrats in the heartland and 
beyond - Joe knows how to get blue 
things done in red states by engaging and 
supporting people who want to make a 
difference and win in historic elections." 
- Ellen Malcolm, President, EMILY's 
List  

HRC lists 15 National Corporate 
sponsors such as:  Volvo, Citigroup, 
IBM, Chase, Prudential Financial, 
Mitchell Gold, Olivia Cruises & Resorts, 
American Airlines, Cingular Wireless, 
Nike, and Deloitte.   

The New Face of AIDS 
by David Ollier Weber 

From 03-08-05 HHN Magazine online site  

Consider this headline: "Almost 9,000 
infected 774 fatally." As the death toll 
mounted from a previously unknown 
disease called severe acute respiratory 
syndrome, or SARS, terrified residents of 
stricken cities swathed their faces in 
masks and the world's medical scientists 
sprang to action. Within six months of 
the first case report, in November 2002, 
an international team of researchers had 
decoded the genetic sequence of the 
causative virus. Effective new treatments 
were applied, and the epidemic guttered 
out. By May 2004, doctors had begun 
the first human trials of a SARS vaccine 
and another is now under way in the 
United States--an extraordinary, 
unprecedented compression of the 
vaccine development cycle. 

And this headline: "At least 2 million 
scattered or made homeless, 155,000 
killed." As the number of bodies grew in 
the wake of a devastating tsunami that 
swept the shores of south Asia on Dec. 
26, 2004, the world recoiled in sympathy 
and quickly pledged some $4 billion in 
relief. The suddenness of the calamity 
and wrenching images of the drowned 
and the grieving spurred an outpouring 
of more than $200 million in private 
donations from American citizens within 
a week. One U.S. charity said it was 
receiving contributions online at the rate 
of $100,000 an hour. 

Now consider this: "More than 40 
million infected--5 million of them newly 
stricken last year--and 3 million dead 
within the last 12 months." As the death 
toll from acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) has relentlessly 
swelled around the planet, a kind of 
complacency, or perhaps fatalism, has 
seemed to prevail. To be sure, worldwide 
funding for AIDS research now tops $6 
billion a year; the U.S. contributes 
something over half. But that's many 
orders of magnitude less than would 
appear to be warranted by the 
comparative harm wrought by the 
human immunodeficiency virus. 

The Threat at Home  
Logical risk assessment has never 

been a hallmark of the sapientia of homo 
sapiens; indeed, to most residents of the 
developed world who are not on the 
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front lines of hazard or of health care, 
there is little appreciation of the enormity 
of the threat posed to humans and 
human institutions by the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and 
AIDS, or the real urgency in combating 
them. 

"I want to talk to you about AIDS," 
said the interlocutor, "and not about 
AIDS in China or Africa, but AIDS right 
here in this country, where black women 
between the ages of 25 and 44 are 13 
times more likely to die of the disease 
than their [white] counterparts. What 
should the government's role be in 
helping to end the growth of this 
epidemic?" The vice president of the 
United States gathered himself. He "had 
not heard those numbers with respect to 
African-American women," he admitted. 
Responding to the question from 
telejournalist Gwen Ifill during the 2004 
campaign debate with his Democratic 
opponent, John Edwards, Richard 
Cheney added that he was "not aware 
that it was that severe an epidemic 
there." Both he and Edwards then 
digressed in their answers to more 
generic and conventional AIDS issues, 
mostly focused overseas. 

That a white American male would be 
oblivious to the ravages of AIDS among 
his black countrywomen is not 
altogether surprising. (One might, but 
probably should not, have expected 
better from one of the nation's top 
policy-makers.) 

Shifting Demographics 
When the disease was first observed 

in 1981, it was characterized as a scourge 
afflicting only homosexual men. Soon 
thereafter, intravenous drug users were 
identified as victims. Neither is an ideal 
poster child. 

In the developed world, that initial, 
off-putting stereotype remains residually 
accurate. Of the 400,000 Americans 
living with AIDS at the end of 2003, the 
federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates 77 percent were 
men and fully 89 percent of them had 
been exposed to HIV through sex with 
other men, injection of drugs or both. 
Similarly, 72 percent of those newly 
diagnosed with HIV in 2003 were men 

of whom "a substantial proportion" had 
been infected through homosexual 
contact, according to the CDC. 

However, the nature of the AIDS 
epidemic has changed dramatically since 
the early 1980s. Between 1999 and 2003, 
the number of American women with 
AIDS increased by 15 percent while 
male diagnoses rose by only 1 percent. 
And, reports the CDC, "the estimated 
annual number of AIDS diagnoses in 
people infected through heterosexual sex 
has risen each year...." 

Of the 89,000 women living with 
AIDS in the United States, almost two-
thirds were infected by a heterosexual 
partner. Some 2,000 children have also 
picked up the disease, although thanks to 
expensive antiretroviral therapy (ART), 
pediatric incidence is declining in the 
United States. 

The feminization of AIDS is starkest 
in African-American and Hispanic 
communities. Although together they 
represent only about a quarter of all 
American women, black and Hispanic 
women accounted for 83 percent of 
female AIDS diagnoses in 2003. At 50 
per 100,000, the incidence of AIDS 
among black women is at least as 
alarming as Ifill reported: 25 times higher 
than for white women. 

The Feminization of AIDS 
Throughout the world, AIDS has 

become an equal opportunity destroyer. 
In December 2004, according to United 
Nations/ World Health Organization 
(UNAIDS) statisticians, women 
accounted for nearly half of all HIV 
cases--47 percent but growing. In sub-
Saharan Africa, 57 percent of those 
living with the virus are women. As they 
develop AIDS and die along with their 
husbands, they leave orphans--more than 
12 million children in central and 
southern Africa are now parentless 
because of AIDS. 

And as children grow, they too 
become HIV victims. Children under 
age 15 represent only about 2 percent of 
those living with the virus (still, that's 
some 2.5 million sick kids). But fully half 
of all new infections diagnosed globally 
in 2003 were among young people 
between the ages of 15 and 24--6,000 a 

day, every day, a devastating human 
tsunami scouring the planet. 

"Today the face of AIDS is 
increasingly young and female," 
cautioned Pierre Piot, M.D., executive 
director of UNAIDS on World AIDS 
Day last December. "This has profound 
implications--we will not be able to stop 
this epidemic unless we put women at 
the heart of the response...." 

True Christians do not 
hate homosexuals 

GB Press Gazette - Posted Mar. 05, 2005  
Misinterpretation of the Bible can 

lead to oppression.  Who owns 
Scripture? That is, who has the authority 
to define a proper interpretation of 
Jewish and Christian texts? 

About 500 years ago, Martin Luther 
translated the Bible from Latin into 
German. This revolutionary act enabled 
average citizens to read the Bible 
themselves. The power and authority of 
biblical translation and interpretation was 
no longer in the hands of priests and 
bishops (the minority of Christians), but 
in the people themselves. 

It seems that once again, a minority of 
Christians have laid claim to one narrow 
interpretation of Scripture, a claim they 
feel is absolute and inviolable. 

As a result of the 2004 elections, 
many states passed resolutions banning 
same-sex marriage.  

People on the Christian Right 
declared the suppression of human 
rights for gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people a victory for moral 
values. I am amazed by how some 
people take the whole wide realm of 
personal, public and religious ethics, 
social justice and morals, and reduce it to 
the morality of what two people do in 
their bedroom. 

Exodus 22:21 says, Do not mistreat 
a stranger or oppress them, for you were 
strangers in Egypt. How has this 
passage been twisted to mean we must 
hate and oppress people who are in any 
way different ?  

Those who hate gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender people, or who oppose 
same-sex marriage often quote, out of 
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context, Biblical passages to support 
their hatred.  

They interpret the wickedness of 
Sodom (in Genesis 19) as being 
homosexuality, and destruction of 
Sodom as proof that somehow God 
hates homosexuals.

 
I disagree with that view. Instead, I 

find more than 600 passages in the 
Hebrew Scriptures that command us to 
feed the hungry, to not oppress the poor, 
the widowed or the orphaned, and to 
welcome the alien and the stranger.  

I do not side with hatred. I agree with 
the prophet Ezekiel. Ezekiel 16:49 states: 
This was the guilt of [Jerusalem s] sister 

Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, 
excess of food and prosperous ease, but 
did not aid the poor and needy.

 

The faith of my Unitarian Universalist 
religion is progressive and liberal, and we 
humbly strive to follow the call to aid the 
poor and needy, and to welcome the 
stranger who comes to us in good faith 

 

no matter if the stranger has some 
other skin color, is from another 
country, has a same-sex partner, or even 
if that stranger is a hidden part of 
ourselves we have too long denied or 
ignored. 

I know some people use religion as a 
tool to divide and separate themselves 
and society. As I understand and practice 
it, however, religion is a place where 
people can gather the scattered parts of 
their lives into a unified whole. Religion 
is also a process through which people 
are transformed.  

We are transformed not simply 
through an inner journey, but by how we 
practice compassion and hospitality for 
those who are in any way different or 
strange to us. 

When our compassion shines through 
the way we serve and welcome not just 
our friends, but strangers too, that is 

when we will experience a true victory 
for moral values. 

Kent Hemmen Saleska is a student minister 
with the Green Bay A rea Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship. People from the 
religious community write about theological and 
secular issues for the weekly (Green Bay Press 
Gazette) Religion page.  

WANTED PV Board Nominees  

The POSITIVE VOICE Annual 
Membership Meeting will be scheduled 
soon for the month of May.  At that 
time, Board Members will be elected to 
serve a one year term.   

PV is entering a new phase of 
exciting development as an organization. 
If you are interested in serving on the 
PV Board of Directors or know 
someone that would be a great 
candidate, please let us know by:   
contacting one of the current board 
members, emailing us at info@pvinc.org

 

or sending us a note at POSITIVE 

VOICE, INC.  PO Box 1381, Green Bay, 
WI  54305-1381.   

The Best Tasting Eggs in 
Green Bay 

Gryfin Ranch LLCRainbow Farm 
Fresh Eggs $1.00/dozen.  
Call 288-0013 and leave 

message  

Newsletter Ad Rates 

Prices are for three months, and sizes 
are only

 

approximate:

  

1/8 Page (Business card 4.25" X 
2.75") $15;   1/ 4 Page (4.25" X 5.5")  
$25;  1/ 2 Page (4.25" X 11" OR 8.5" X 
5.5") $40;  Full Page (8.5" X 11")  $70.  
To inquire about placing an ad or the 

rates for running an ad for longer than 
three months, please contact PV at (920) 
435-4404 OR write to POSITIVE VOICE 
PO Box 1381, Green Bay, WI 54305-
1381.  We can also be reached via e-mail 
at info@pvinc.org . 

Our Mission Statement: 

We believe all gay people, their 
families, and friends have the right to 
come together and treat each other with 
respect, dignity and friendship.  We must 
work together as a unified group to 
create a positive atmosphere that allows 
us to share our viewpoints and feelings, 
to grow, and to gain a greater sense of 
fulfillment in our lives.  

Editorial Policy: 

Opinions expressed in this 
publication do not necessarily reflect 
those of POSITIVE VOICE or its 
members. Publication of the name, 
photograph or likeness of any person, 
organization or business in this 
newsletter is not be construed as any 
indication of the sexual orientation of 
that person, organization or business.  
No one s name will be published without 
his/ her consent.  Contents of this 
publication may not be reprinted in 
whole, or part, without the permission 
from the board of directors. 

PV  Board of Directors 

Pres: Dennis Krenn; VP: Bob Gulig; 
Treasurer: Bruce Moran; Secretary: 
Michael Nitz. PV Board Members:  Ed 
Huyck, Jennifer Schwarz, Lloyd 
Schaefer, Tana Koss, Tim.   

Calendar of Events 2005: 

Upcoming Events at Harmony Cafe 
Wed, March 16 Myotherapy, by Laura Lee Waldorf. Informational discussion and hands-on presentation on this valuable practice of 

muscle therapy (7pm).  

Thurs, March 17 Open Mic, hosted by Reggae singer and member of Unity the Band, Pita Kotobalavu (7pm).  

Fri, March 18 Bob Shebesta, the Quintessential Acoustic Guitarist (7pm).  

http://www.PVinc.org
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Sat, March 19 Peace Concert (sponsored by the Fox Valley Fellowship of Reconciliation and the Fox Valley Peace Coalition). 
Performances by: Jason Moon (an Iraq War veteran), Druid's Table (Celtic instrumentals), The Jugs (political satire jug band), as 
well as solo music from Chris Murray, Terry Dawson and Barbara Hoffman (noon - 2pm).  

Wed, March 23 Trivia Night: Play in a group or solo...try to beat Renee's sneaky Trivia (7pm).  

Thurs, March 24 Open Mic, hosted by the Goddess of Song, Galynne Goodwill (7pm).  

Fri, March 25 Womens' History Month Celebration: Songs of Sarah McLachlan and other famous female singers, along with original 
music by local artists. Featured artist: Kathleen Mueske (7pm).  

Mon, March 28 Harmony Cafe Book Club. Speak, by Laurie Halse Anderson. Discussion starts at 7pm. (Harmony Cafe joins this City 
Wide Book Club, sponsored by the Appleton Public Library, in preparation for the author's appearance in April!)  

Wed, March 30 What is Paganism? Fox Valley Pagan Unity Council will present an informational discussion on the history of 
Paganism and highlight the community activities of local Pagan organizations (7pm)  

Thurs, March 31 Open Mic, hosted by local musician, "Chunk" (7pm).  

Ongoing Groups & Programs   
*GLBT Partnership:  A weekly support and youth development group for teens ages 14-18 who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 

transgendered or questioning (GLBT).  Call Rebecca at 734-2233 for details. 
*Free basic computer skills training offered in English and Spanish Saturdays from 10am-noon 
*NAMI Teen Support Group: NAMI Fox Valley (www.namifoxvalley.org)  offers a weekly teen support group at Harmony Cafe for 

youth ages 14-18 (call 954-1550 for details) 
*Parent-Child Playgroup:  Wednesdays from 10am-noon, free coffee for parents!! 
*Youth Worker Coalition:  networking, resource-sharing and education for professionals who work with youth ages 6-25 (meets second 

Wednesdays from 8-9:30am).    

Happenings at the Harmony Café ~a peaceful place to celebrate diversity of people, ideas and activities~ Harmony Cafe regular 
hours of operation: Mon-Thu:  7:30am-9pm. Fri:  7:30am-11pm; Sat:  9am-2pm at 124 North Oneida Street, Appleton, WI Contact 
info: www.harmonycafe.org   920.734.CAFE): All Activities at 7:00 p.m., unless otherwise noted.  

Rainbow Gathering Youth Group Calendar:  
Monday, MARCH 21:   6:30pm - 9:00pm - MOVIE NIGHT "TORCH SONG TRILOGY" - " 
Monday, MARCH 28th:   7:00pm - 9pm   Reverend Elaine Thomas from MCC in Green Bay, WI will be returning to the 

Rainbow Gathering for a positive discussion on homosexuality and the Bible.   

Positive Voice Meeting and Event Calendar  
Thursday, March 17: Drop In  Meet and Greet Night 6-9pm- POSITIVE VOICE, 618 Stuart St, Green Bay, Wi    

 

Regular weekly drop in night from 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the PV Office.  All are welcome. Free Refreshments.  Contact PV 
for info.  

Saturday, March 19th : Movie and Pizza Night   Refreshments at 6:00pm, Pizza at 6:30pm, Movie at 7:00pm - POSITIVE 
VOICE, 618 Stuart St, Green Bay, WI     Contact PV for info. Just $5 for Pizza.   

Tuesday, March 22nd:  Teen Connection at 7:00pm on WI Public Television.  GLBT Teens.  See article in this newsletter.    

For a more complete calendar listing, see our website at www.pvinc.org  .  

Organizations and Regularly Scheduled Events: 

Action Wisconsin: GLBT political action group. For more info., call Mike Fitzpatrick at 920-437-7400 (days). 
Alcoholic s Anonymous (Gay Meetings): Five open meetings each week in Appleton and Green Bay. In Green Bay, Sunday 9:30am and 

Wednesday 6:30pm at Angels of Hope-MCC; Mondays 8:00pm at UWGB Campus Ecumenical Center. For more information, call 
920-336-2868 or 920-954-9169. 

Angels of Hope M.C.C.: Services every Sunday (11:00AM) at 3607 Libal St., Allouez.  Call 920-983-7453.  Services every Sunday (6:00 
PM) at 815 North Richmond St., Appleton.  Call 920-991-0128. 

AIDS Resource Center of  Wisconsin (ARCW) Green Bay: 824 S. Broadway 920-437-7400 or 800-675-9400. Appleton: 120 N. 
Morrison St. Suite 201 920-733-2068 or 800-773-2068. 
Support Groups: Free, confidential open to any person living with or affected by HIV/AIDS.  Green Bay: 7:30-9:00pm, every 1st and 
3rd Wednesday of month at Renaissance Healing Arts Center, 311 S. Jefferson, Green Bay, WI  54301, 920-437-4325.  Fox Cities:  

http://www.PVinc.org
http://www.namifoxvalley.org
http://www.harmonycafe.org
http://www.pvinc.org
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7:00-8:30pm, every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of month at Family Resource Association of Fox Valley, Midway Road, 1488 Kenwood Drive, 
Menasha, WI  54952, 920-739-4226.  For information, contact the numbers above or Sylvia at AIDS Resource Center of WI at 1-800-
675-9400 or 920-437-7400.   

Central Wisconsin Rainbow Alliance, Inc. PO Box 390, Steven's Point, WI 54481.  For more information, you can phone (715) 592-6245 
and then enter voicemail #5920200 when prompted or visit us online at  www.racwinc.org or email:  racwinc@hotmail.com.   

GLBT Partnership:  Lesbigay teen support group in Appleton & Green Bay.  Call 920-731-4847. 
The Lavender Salon: Lesbigay reading group meets fourth Sunday of the month.  Call Michael Nitz at 920-738-0497. The Salon's website 

is: www.lavendersalon.org 
Lawrence University PRIDE: Meets every Thursday at 9:00pm PM in the Diversity Center.  Contact:  PRIDE, Diversity Center, 207 S. 

Meade St., Appleton, WI  54911; phone: 920-832-7051  e-mail: www.lawrence.edu/org/pride  
PFLAG Appleton/ Fox Cities: Meets third Tuesday of the month. For more info, write PFLAG, P.O. Box 9178, Appleton, WI 54911-

9178; Helpline assistance phone is 920/735-1025. 
PFLAG of Door County: Meets third Sunday of the month, Hope Church at 12th and Michigan Streets, Sturgeon Bay, WI. Contact Sandy 

at 920-743-8146. 
Positive Voice Education Committee: Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network. Working for safer schools. Contact: Kathy Leadley 

or Dale Winkler.  Meetings variable; announced in newsletter. You do not have to be a teacher to become a member you need only 
care for all our schoolchildren s well being.   

Preble Park Presbyterian Church:  Open and Accepting. Sunday Service at 10:15am, 607 Ravenswood Drive, Green Bay, WI.  Phone: 
920-468-7125.   

Rainbow Over Wisconsin, Inc.: Northeast Wisconsin charitable foundation.  For more info., contact Mark at 920-433-9821. 
Sheboygan Lesbian and Gay Potluck-  Meets every 2nd Saturday of the month at 6pm at Unity Church of Sheboygan 2409 N. 8th street.  

Call 920-452-5447 for more information.  Spend a Saturday evening making new friends, eating good food, having good conversation 
and playing cards, board games, etc.  (over 18 years old please) 

Toward Community: Unity In Diversity Racial/ethinic unity group supportive of gay rights. Meets third Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. odd 
months; 6:30 p.m. even months at the Harmony Café. Contact number is 731-6602 ext. 1242. 

Union Congregational Church-UCC: Open and Affirming . Sunday Service at 10am, 716 S Madison Ave, Green Bay, WI.  920-437-
9266. 

Unitarian/Universalist Fellowship: Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship:  Services at 4:30 PM Saturday, and 9:00 and  11:00 
AM on Sundays, September through May, and at 9:00 AM June through August.  We are a congregation that welcomes all people and 
invite them to come as they are.  Rev Roger Bertschausen, 2600 E. Philip Lane, Appleton, WI: 920-731-0849. 

Womyn's Fox Valley Potluck/Social Group. 920-727-1444. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To become a member of POSITIVE VOICE or renew your membership:    

Think about becoming a member of Northeast Wisconsin s largest GLBT organization or renewing your annual 
membership. Memberships are in effect for one year from payment date, $25 for individuals and $35 for families.  There is a special 
full-time student membership available for $10 per year. Members receive the PV Inc. News, discounts on PV events and help 
support our organization in reaching our goals and enriching our lives.  Use the following coupon to send in your membership fee.  
Remember that additional donations are always welcome to help support our work to fulfill our mission statement.   

THANK YOU!  

Name: ________________________________________________ Optional Information:  

Address:________________________________________________ Home Phone:  ____ - ____ - _______  

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________ Work Phone:  ____ - ____ - _______  

Today s Date:   __________________________________________ Email:   __________ @ ________________  

_____  I am enclosing $_____ for my individual PV Membership for one year (commences with payment date). 
_____  We are enclosing $_____ for our family PV Membership for one year (commences with payment date). 
_____  Enclosed is an additional amount of $  ____________   to help support the mission statement of POSITIVE VOICE.     

Total Amount enclosed: $______ (make checks payable to POSITIVE VOICE, INC.) Should we mail the newsletter in a private 
envelope?  Yes or

 

No or

 

EMAIL (circle 
one) 

Please mail to: POSITIVE VOICE, Inc.   PO Box 1381, Green Bay, WI 54305-1381 
POSITIVE VOICE respects the right of confidentiality and privacy in all correspondence 

http://www.PVinc.org
http://www.racwinc.org
http://www.lavendersalon.org
http://www.lawrence.edu/org/pride
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