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Fabulous Upcoming Events! 

Milwaukee LGBT Film Festival 

 

 

Inside 
Domestic Partnerships Under Attack 

Hannah Free review and My Moment with Sharon Gless 

Forge awarded Federal grant for Transgender Services  

October 2009  

Save The Dates: PositiveVOICE Events 

 
¶ October 24.  Ally Conference.  UW-GB. 

¶ October 31  Halloween Party, Liberty Hall 

¶ November 7  Rent (Dinner & Drinks afterwards) 

¶ November 14 Fox Valley Roller Girls  

¶ November 20 Dixieôs Tupperware Party, 
Weidner Center 

¶ December 5  Holiday Dinner Party & White Ele-

phant Gift Exchange.  Sierra Hotel 

A  
utumn usually conjures images of homecomings, leaves changing into a kaleidoscope of brilliant 

harvest colors, football, and the smell of baked goods, with a warm mulled cider to boot.  Au-

tumn is also the start of preparing for cold weather, especially here in Northeast Wisconsin. The 

months of September and October are also a turning point as schools, jobs, and even television 

return to their regularly scheduled programming. 

 

As another voice presenting this message, I would like to introduce myself a little bit. My name is E-Ben 

Grisby and I am the Vice-President of PositiveVOICE. I am a product of the Northeastða native New Yorker 

who calls Northeast Wisconsin home since 2004. I am proud of my roots and realized that ñif can make it there, 

I surely can make it anywhere.ò I am fairly involved in the Fox Cities in issues surrounding diversity and com-

munity outreach. 

 

October seems like a popular month for community outreach. For instance, did you know that on this month in 

1979, LGBTQA people from around the country marched for the Gays Rights March in Washington, DC? As 

part of its 30th anniversary, the March will reconvene on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on October 11th. Oc-

tober 11th also commemorates ñNational Coming Out Day,ò which has been celebrated by LGBT youth and 

adults alike since 1988. Although, October 11th happens to falls on a Sunday, people can do their part, not just 

Message from the Vice -President  

in Washington, DC, but here in Wisconsin as well. 

 

Locally, AIDS Walk Wisconsin will be celebrating its 20th anni-

versary on National Coming Out Day, on Milwaukeeôs Sum-

merfest Grounds. PositiveVOICE will be there as a participat-

ing team. If you are considering either attending, simply donat-

ing, please click on our page on Facebook. You can also make a 

donation of quality, non-perishable food items to AIDS Re-

source Center of Wisconsin. Also, get tested and let your 

friends and family know the importance of being proactive in 

oneôs health. It is quick, painless, and most of allðfree!!! 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Upcoming fabulous fun -filled  

activities from PositiveVOICE  
 

Mark your calendars and save the dates for the following 

events!  See Lynnôs article for more details. 

 

¶ October 11.  AIDS Walk Wisconsin.  Summerfest grounds 

¶ October 24.  Ally Conference.  UW-GB.  (see article) 

¶ October 31  Halloween Party, Liberty Hall 

¶ November 7  Rent (Dinner & Drinks afterward the 2pm mati-

nee concludes) 

¶ November 14  Paper Valley Roller Girls, Skaters Edge, Ap-

pleton.  $10 @ the door 

¶ November 20 Dixieôs Tupperware Party, Weidner Center 

¶ December 5  Holiday Dinner Party & White Elephant Gift 

Exchange.  Sierra Hotel 

¶ January 16  Mama Mia  Purchase your own tickets.  Weôll 

meet after the 2pm matinee for drinks.  

 

Please contact Lynn Johnson ljohnson@pvinc.org    Phone: 715-

850-0841 for reservations or more details on any of the above 

mentioned PositiveVOICE events.  

Mission Statement:  
 

PositiveVOICEõs mission is to support 

all lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and questioning individuals, their fami-

lies and allies through community out-

reach and education as well as collabo-

rative and social activities.  
 

Updated: Ad Rates  
 

Business Card Size, $50 for six months  

Quarter Page Size, $90 for six months  

Half Page Size, $180 for six months  

Full Page: $300 for six months  

Set up fee: $25 per add  

Editorial Policy   
 

Opinions expressed in this publication 

do not necessarily reflect those of           

PositiveVOICE  or its members. Publica-

tion of the name, photograph or likeness 

of any person, organization or business 

in this newsletter is not to be construed 

as any indication of the sexual orienta-

tion of that person, organization or busi-

ness.  No oneõs name will be published 

without his/her consent. Contents of 

this publication may not be reprinted in 

whole, or part, without the permission 

from the PV Board of Directors.  

Membership Levels  
 

 Sponsor Circle - $1000 or more 

Founder Circle - $500 to $999 

Director Circle - $250 to $499 

Patron Circle - $ 75 to $249 

Family Circle - $35 to $74 

Member Circle - $25 to $34 

Student Circle - $10 to $24 

Your contribution goes a long way to our 

being able to continue to offer unique pro-

grams, safe spaces and positive change 

through community engagement.   Thank 

you! 

PositiveVOICE  

Board of Directors  
 

President: Lynn N.,  

Vice President: E -Ben G.,  

Treasurer: Jennifer S.,  

Secretary: Julie P.  

Members at Large:  

Lloyd S., Lynn J., Mary Kay W.,  

Michael N., & Susan A.  

Thank You 
 

Thank you to Allegra Print & Imaging for 

printing the PositiveVOICE newsletter 

each 

PositiveViews Newsletter is looking for your voice!  We know you 

have thoughts on the local topics of the day.  Or you may have com-

ments about the articles in each issue?  Or you write poems or short 

stories youôd care to share. 

 

Well, PositiveVoice welcomes brief articles for publication in our 

PositiveViews Newsletter.  Send your thoughts, letters, comments, 

poems and stories to info@pvinc.org! 

mailto:ljohnson@pvinc.org
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Additionally, on Saturday, October 24th, UW-Green Bay 

will be hosting an Ally Conference from 12-6pm. Posi-

tiveVOICE will be among the presenters hosting on the 

UW-GB campus. We would love to see more members of 

the LGBTQIA community in attendance!  And what else 

is another fun thing about FallðHalloween! LGBTQ 

folks and our Allies partaking in the fun, food, and fantasy 

of dress-up!!! PositiveVOICE will be hosting a Halloween 

Party at Liberty Hall in Kimberly on Saturday, October 

31st from 7pm-11pm. There will be a DJ spinning both 

classics and recent hit songs, great food, and of courseð

fabulously ñboo-ti-fulò people!!!!! There will also be door 

prizes to different costumes. Be very bold and creative, 

ghost and goblins of Dorothy.  There will be a cover 

charge for members and non-members alike. But like 

PBS, it takes valued support from members to help us stay 

afloat. 

 

This month, PositiveVOICE has been working tirelessly 

making membership forms more userïfriendly by adding 

a key ingredient to the organization-YOUðthe new or 

veteran member. You are the backbone of this organiza-

tion. We thank you in advance for your membership and 

donations.  Within the next few weeks, the Membership 

committee will send out letters to both new and veteran 

members including skills/areas of interest, leading com-

mittees, special skills, and other ideas that have been oth-

erwise overlooked, but needs to be taken into considera-

tion. 

 

On behalf of PositiveVoice, we would like to hear more 

from many different voices who are seeking proactive 

community involvement here in Northeast Wisconsin as I 

have over the number of years I have lived here.  Remem-

ber that serving on a committee is open to our members. If 

you are interested in serving on a committee, please con-

tact us at info@pvinc.org. We look forward to have your 

collective experiences and energies on our new commit-

tees. 

 

 

Cordial regards,  
E-Ben Grisby   

(Continued from page 1)  Message from the Vice-President 
 Fabulous Upcoming Events!  

 

 

H 
i, this is Lynn, your PositiveVoice (PV) Pro-

gram Chair.  I am writing to tell you about the 

fabulous events we have planned for this fall 

and beyond. 

 

First off, what better way to start the fall season then with 

an event to help others in need.  On October 11, 2009 join 

Positive Voice members and their friends in a walk to help 

fight AIDS. The AIDS Walk Wisconsin 2009 will kick off 

on the Summerfest Grounds, located at 200 N Harbor Dr. 

on Milwaukee's beautiful lakefront.   Free parking will be 

available for walkers in the lot just outside the main Sum-

merfest gate, near the corner of Harbor Drive and Chicago 

Street.  The rest stop and finish line will have Port-A-

Johns, refreshments and feature exciting entertainment. 

 

To sign up as a member of the PV Team, click on http://

www.aidswalkwis.org/site/TR and enter ñPositive Voiceò.  

Donôt feel like walking?  Feel free to sponsor one of our 

walkers at the same link! 

 

As the event comes closer, we will arrange car pools and 

meeting places. 

 

Next up will be our Halloween Party at Liberty Hall in 

Kimberly on of all nights ï Halloween (October 31st).  

Who could ever forget last yearôs political pi¶ataôs and 

Bob Nelson spinning the tunes.  Bob will be back again 

this year, so bring your requests. 

 

This year, yours truly will be reading your tarot cards.  

Prizes will be awarded for the best costume, of course.   

Cost will be $20.00 for members and $25.00 for non-

members.  PLEASE RSVP with payment by October 19th 

2009.  

 

November 7th at 2 pm come join PV members for the 

Broadway play RENT at the Fox Cities PAC (http://

www.foxcitiespac.com/index.html).  Get your tickets on 

your own and meet us after the show for dinner and/or 

drinks.  Please RSVP by October 30 so I can reserve a res-

taurant.  

 

November 14th will be a night to remember as PV spon-

sors the Paper Valley Roller Girls!!!!  (http://

www.papervalleyrollergirls.com/).   
(Continued on page 4) 

mailto:info@pvinc.org
http://www.aidswalkwis.org/site/TR
http://www.aidswalkwis.org/site/TR
http://www.foxcitiespac.com/index
http://www.foxcitiespac.com/index
http://www.papervalleyrollergirls.com/
http://www.papervalleyrollergirls.com/
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Skater's Edge, 5714 Integrity Way, Appleton .  Doors 

open @ 6:00; action @ 6:30 .  Tickets are $10 at the door.   

Never heard of roller derby?!  The Paper Valley Roller 

Girls (PVRG) are Northeast Wisconsin's premier flat track 

roller derby league.  Established in 2008, these athletes 

work hard and skate fast.  PVRG is a non-profit skater-

owned and operated organization dedicated to knocking 

their fans and their opponents off their feet with their 

unique blend of hard-hitting competition and entertain-

ment. 

PV will be sponsoring the beer sales that night, so come 

on down and show your support!!!! 

 

Youôre invited to a Tupperware Party!  Friday, November 

20th the Weidner Center presents Dixieôs Tupperware 

Party.  But, this is not your motherôs Tupperware party! 

(http://www.dixiestupperwareparty.com). 

Dixie Longate, the fast-talking Tupperware Lady, packed 

up her catalogues, left her children in an Alabama trailer 

park and took Off-Broadway by storm!  Now, join Dixie 

as she travels the country throwing good ol' fashioned 

Tupperware Parties filled with outrageously funny tales, 

heartfelt accounts, FREE giveaways, audience participa-

tion and the most fabulous assortment of Tupperware ever 

sold on a theater stage.  Loaded with the most up-to-date 

products available for purchase, see for yourself how Ms. 

Longate became the #1 Tupperware seller in the U.S. & 

Canada as she educates her guests on the many alternative 

uses she has discovered for her plastic products! 

 

Before the show meet us at Wallyôs Spot (1979 Main 

Street, Green Bay, WI 54302) for an olô fashioned Friday 

night Fish Fry.  RSVP by November 13th so I can reserve 

a seat at the table for you and your guest. 

Last but certainly not leastééé.PV Holiday Party!  

Mark you calendars for December 5th at the Sierra Hotel, 

and start looking for that perfect white elephant gift. 

 

RSVP to  Lynn Johnson at ljohnson@pvinc.org or call me 

at 715-850-0841. Sent payments: 

Positive Voice, Inc. 

PO Box 1381, Green Bay, WI 54305-1381 

Any suggestions, questions or comments are also welcome! 

(Continued from page 3) Fabulous Upcoming Events! 
 

Domestic Partnerships Officially  
Under Attack!  

 
Fair Wisconsin 

Madison, WI 

September 24, 2009 

 

On Tuesday we were proud to share with you the news 

that Fair Wisconsin and Lambda Legal have joined forces 

to protect Wisconsin's domestic partnership law from a 

vicious and mean-spirited attack brought by the anti-gay 

group Wisconsin Family Action. Fair Wisconsin is doing 

everything it can to make sure these basic legal protec-

tions for same-sex couples are upheld in court, but we 

need your help.  

 

Julaine Appling from Wisconsin Family Action claims 

she is protecting the "will of the voters." But we know 

she's really trying to strip even the most basic protections 

from loving and committed couples.   Fair Wisconsin will 

show her attempts to broaden the definition of the 2006 

"marriage amendment" for what they really are - an attack 

on caring couples who just want the ability to visit each 

other in the hospital, take leave from work to care for their 

loved one, and have some basic protections. 

 

I hope you will join us in this fight.  Your contribution 

today sends the message loud and clear that we will 

not allow this attack to go unanswered.   Join Fair Wis-

consin in protecting domestic partnerships today!  https://

secure.ga4.org/01/FWdonate  

 

Thank you for all you do in support of fairness, 

 

Katie Belanger  

Executive Director     

Fair Wisconsin 

http://www.dixiestupperwareparty.com
mailto:ljohnson@pvinc.org
http://eqfed.org/ct/ypzAC4Y1fYAl/
http://eqfed.org/ct/ypzAC4Y1fYAl/
http://eqfed.org/ct/y7zAC4Y1fYAo/
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HannaFree  

A Film Review 

By Theresa Weise 

 

I 
 had the pleasure of attending an independent film 

entitled Hannahfree on Sept 26th in Chicago. It was 

also playing in Milwaukee at a later date but I had 

the opportunity to meet Sharon Gless (Cagney & 

Lacey, Queer as Folk) a pivotal person in my womenôs 

lib education throughout my early teens. So to me it was 

a no brainer.  

 

The film was held at the Gene Siskel Theater with a gala 

to follow. Chicago was beautiful. We attended the Art 

Institute and checked out the House of Blues prior to the 

event, but nothing compared to the opportunity to meet a 

woman I have always idolized. We dressed up in our 

Sunday best and headed to the theater it was sold out and 

full of excitement from everyone.  

 

My tears began early in the film as it struck a core with 

its touching and realistic portrayal of a hidden  lesbian 

love affair.  

 

A brief description described it as: Hannah and Rachel 

grew up as little girls in the same small Midwest town, 

where traditional gender expectations eventually chal-

lenge their deep love for one another. Hannah becomes 

an adventurous, unapologetic lesbian and Rachel a 

strong but quiet homemaker. Weaving back and forth 

between past and present, the film reveals how the 

women maintained their love affair despite a marriage, a 

world war, infidelities, and family denial. 

(hannahfree.com) 

 

I really felt like one of the crew by the end of the event. 

They offered a question/answer and we all headed over 

to the Renaissance for the gala. The gala was filled with 

music, food, beverages and the opportunity to meet the 

cast. It truly was a night to remember.  

 

I encourage anyone who has the opportunity to check it 

out when it is shown in Milwaukee (Oct 15-18). You 

wonôt be disappointed. They also announced it was go-

ing to be released on DVD in mid 2010, but nothing 

compares to witnessing it with others in a theater.   

 

Hannah Free produced by Ripe Fruit Films, LLC   

 

 

 

 

T 
he 22nd edition of one of the community's 

longest running film festivals, sharing once 

again 11 days of an international array of nar-

rative features, documentaries, shorts, and ex-

perimental media, lands at the Oriental and UWM Union 

Theatres, and at the Milwaukee Art Museum October 15

-25, 2009.  

 

Youôll find a complete listing at the website:  

http://www4.uwm.edu/psoa/programs/film/lgbtfilm/. 

 

 

Sharon Gleiss with Theresa Weise 

http://www.hannahfree.com/hannah_free_ripefruitfilms1.html

