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Save The Dates: PositiveVOICE Events 

 
¶ August 1  Picnic @ Wrightstown Park 

¶ September 18  Murder Mystery Dinner 

¶ October 30  Halloween Party 

¶ December 4  Holiday Dinner Party 

A s I write my first 

letter to the mem-

bership as president, I 

thought I would share some 

of my hopes for Posi-

tiveVOICE in the coming 

years.   

 

I love PositiveVOICE and 

the enthusiasm of the mem-

bers of the board.  I believe my biggest hope would 

have to be a more member driven organization.  I 

think paying members want to believe they are get-

ting something for their membership.  They do re-

ceive discounts on events, the newsletter, and an op-

portunity to be a board member.  Members are also 

encouraged to become a member of any of our vari-

ous committees. (See website for more info on cur-

rent committees).  

 

I am also hoping that all LGBTQ organizations in 

Northeast Wisconsin and the State can work together 

to fight those against us.  We need to reach out and 

look inward, utilize our strengths and acknowledge 

our weaknesses, both as an organization and as indi-

viduals.  I believe that by working together, we can 

continue to build a strong LGBTQ community. 

 

I look forward to the challenges ahead and ask that 

any member with concerns, questions, or comments, 

please contact me or any of the other board members. 

 

Lynn Johnson 

Message from the President  

PositiveViews Newsletter is looking for your voice!  We 

know you have thoughts on the local topics of the day.  Or 

you may have comments about the articles in each issue?  Or 

you write poems or short stories youôd care to share.  Or 

share upcoming activities of other organizations you are in-

volved with! 

 

Send your thoughts, letters, comments, poems and stories to 

info@pvinc.org! 
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Upcoming fabulous fun - filled  

activities from PositiveVOICE  

 
 

T 
his Summer, the Program Committee has been busy planning 

another fun and hopefully educational year of programs and 

events.  Mark your calendars folks!!! 

 
¶ August 1st  PV along with Spectrum and Angels of Hope holds a summer pic-

nic at Wrightstown Park.  Bring a dish to pass!  Hamburgers, brats, vegeburg-

ers will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

¶ September 18th. Back by popular demand, Murder Mystery Dinner  @ Ho-

tel Sierra 

¶ October 30th, Party hearty at our Happy Halloween Party at Liberty Hall. 

¶ November join PV for the wonderful sights and sounds of the Green Bay Bo-

tanical Gardens. 

¶ December 4th PV fabulous and fun filled Holiday Party!! 

Please check our website and community calendar for details on other events including a 

presentation on gay adoption and financial planning. 

 

For information on these events or suggestion for future events, please contact Lynn John-

son at 715-850-0841 or inthewoods54149@hotmail.com . 

Mission Statement:  
 

PositiveVOICEõs mission is to support 

all lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and questioning individuals, their fami-

lies and allies through community out-

reach and education as well as collabo-

rative and social activities.  
 

Updated: Ad Rates  
 

Business Card Size, $50 for six months  

Quarter Page Size, $90 for six months  

Half Page Size, $180 for six months  

Full Page: $300 for six months  

Set up fee: $25 per add  

Editorial Policy   
 

Opinions expressed in this publication 

do not necessarily reflect those of           

PositiveVOICE  or its members. Publica-

tion of the name, photograph or likeness 

of any person, organization or business 

in this newsletter is not to be construed 

as any indication of the sexual orienta-

tion of that person, organization or busi-

ness.  No oneõs name will be published 

without his/her consent. Contents of 

this publication may not be reprinted in 

whole, or part, without the permission 

from the PV Board of Directors.  

Membership Levels  
 

Sponsor Circle - $1000 or more 

Founder Circle - $500 to $999 

Director Circle - $250 to $499 

Patron Circle - $ 75 to $249 

Family Circle - $35 to $74 

Member Circle - $25 to $34 

Student Circle - $10 to $24 

Your contribution goes a long way to our 

being able to continue to offer unique pro-

grams, safe spaces and positive change 

through community engagement.   Thank 

you! 

PositiveVOICE  

Board of Directors  
 

President: Lynn J.,  

Vice President: E -Ben G.,  

Treasurer: Theresa W.,  

Secretary: Garth Z.   

Members at Large:  

Julie P., Lloyd S., Lynn N.  

Michael N., & Susan A.  

Thank You 
 

Thank you to Allegra Print & Imaging for 

printing the PositiveVOICE newsletter 

each 

mailto:inthewoods54149@hotmail.com
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Marc Adams 

The Preacherôs Son 

 
By Kathleen Leadley 
PositiveVoice member 

 

 

M 
arc Adams spoke to a group at the Green Bay Area Universalist Unitarian fellowship July 16, 2010.  He shared 

with the group that ñGrowing up the son of a fundamentalist Baptist minister is tough enough.  Growing up gay 

when your parents, teachers and peers deem Jerry Farwell as a left wing liberal is an entirely different experi-

ence.ò 

 

Since the age of four Marc felt different.  He conformed to the fueled gender stereotypes that were being drilled into his life not 

only from school but at home as well.  Any kind of feelings were not shared in his household. You just never talked about your-

self to your parents, much less thoughts of perhaps being gay.  His brothers and sisters had a meeting.  The discussed the fact that 

their parents did not love them.  His younger sister said, very wisely, ñHow can they love us when they do not love themselves.  

All they have room for is loving God.ò 

 

Marc found his path when he was about ten years old.  He was at a sermon one Sunday when a minister was preaching and de-

fined ñHomos and Faggotsò.  He thought that describes me. I have feelings for men.  Then the preacher went on to say ñtheyò 

were nothing but child molesters, doomed to hell forever.  But not to worry we are lucky to have a new disease that will wipe 

them off the face of the earth.  From that point Marc became depressed and had thoughts of suicide daily.  Marc then saw Jerry 

Farwell on television at about age 15 and realized he had a way out of his darkness.  God could change you from being gay to 

straight.  Now he did not have to kill himself he could change himself.  So he went from an ending your life to change your life 

mode.   

 

He informed his parents he was attending Jerry Farwellôs university. They told him he would have to pay his own way. They did 

not want him going to that ñliberalò college.  He did find a boyfriend and was still conflicted and ñhellò bent on changing. He 

still thought if he remained gay he would burn in hell forever.  He never felt like a whole person.  His experience at the univer-

sity changed his life and jump started his journey to self acceptance and personal freedom. 

 

He moved to Los Angeles.  He was questioning everything he was ever taught.  He describes ñcoming outò as a tremendous feel-

ing of honesty.  His biological family rejected him so he built a family of choice.  His journey continues out of the darkness. 

 

Marc is now a widely respected authority on subjects from the religious right, fundamentalism, gay civil rights, to his ground 

breaking work with his own nonprofit, HeartStrong.  HeartStrong is a social justice organization providing hope and help to 

GLBT students who are persecuted in religious educational institutions.   

 

In the public schools there are at least laws and policies to prevent discrimination to include sexual orientation.  These laws and 

policies are not perfect and not all in authority systemically implement these policies, but they do exist. That is not the case in the 

religious schools.  Being found gay has left many to public humiliation, being outed by guidance counselors and being brought 

on a stage and publically expelled from school.  This is out and out persecution of GLBT students.  These are the students they 

are trying to reach.   

 

Marc Adams is the author of nine books including The Preacherós Son and Doôs & Donóts of Dealing with the Religious Right. 

His newest book, It's Not About You: Understanding Coming Out & Self Acceptance, deals compassionately with the issue of 

disclosure reaction. The book includes a foreword by Dr. Shelley Craig, LCSW, a professor at the University of Toronto who is 

the president of HeartStrong, Inc., and serves on the national PFLAG board of directors. 

 

You can read more about Marc and his work at www.meetmarcadams.com 

www.meetmarcadams.com
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A Letter to Senator Hansen from Tim Carlson 
 

 

Senator Hansen, 

  

I 
 want to address the issue of sexual orientation. Many ill-

informed people believe that someone that is; gay, lesbian, 

transgendered or bi-sexual have chosen to live their life that 

way. I can assure you that given the choice a large majority 

of us would have chosen to be straight instead. Why would anyone 

select something that's going to bring them pain and ridicule. As Iôve 

said this is not a choice but rather something that we're born with.  

 

There shouldn't be separation between the straight community and the 

GLBT community. It's about love and itôs about liberty and justice for 

all. The ruling last week by the State Supreme Court is an example of 

why we need to take this matter beyond the scope of each individual 

state. 

 

Although itôs true that a gay couple can register with the state as do-

mestic partners to allow them some of the same benefits given to mar-

ried couples itôs clearly not enough.  Gay couples should be equal to 

straight couples in every sense of the word. The joining of two con-

senting adults into a legal relationship has nothing to do with religion. 

Whatever happened to ñseparation of church and state?ò The religious 

zealots are allowed to continue to interfere with the laws for the peo-

ple and by the people. 

 

Iôm asking you to consider this as a possible topic for discussion 

when the senate reconvenes. 

 

Regards, 

Tim Carlson 

Federal Court Declares Part of Defense of  

Marriage Act Unconstitutional  

By Michael Cole 

from HRC 

 

Y 
esterday, Judge Joseph Tauro of the U.S. District Court 

for the District of Massachusetts in Gill v. Office of Per-

sonnel Management and Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

v. Department of Health and Human Services, declaring 

the denial of federal rights and benefits to lawfully married Massachu-

setts couples under the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) to be un-

constitutional. Judge Tauro, who was nominated to the bench by 

President Richard Nixon, held in Gill that DOMA violates the U.S. 

Constitutionôs guarantee of equal protection of the laws, concluding 

that ñindeed, Congress undertook this classification for the one pur-

pose that lies entirely outside of legislative bounds, to disadvantage a 

group of which it disapproves. And such a classification, the Constitu-

tion clearly will not permit.ò These decisions are likely to be appealed 

by the Department of Justice to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First 

Circuit.   

HRC President Joe Solmonese commented: 

ñTodayôs decision is a confirmation of what every les-

bian, gay, bisexual and transgender American knows to 

be a basic truth ï we, and our families, are equal. This 

is an important step forward, but there is a long path 

ahead before we see this discriminatory law consigned 

to the dustbin of history. We thank our friends at Gay 

& Lesbian Advocates & Defenders, their courageous 

plaintiffs and Attorney General Coakley for standing 

up on behalf of married same-sex couples across the 

country and for their continued commitment to equal-

ity as these cases move forward. Judge Tauroôs deci-

sions make clear that there is no constitutional justifi-

cation for DOMA, despite the Department of Justiceôs 

contentions in defending the statute. While we expect 

the Department to continue to defend DOMA on ap-

peal, we urge the Obama administration to push Con-

gress to repeal a law that we know, and Judge Tauro 

recognized, serves no purpose but to denigrate our 

families.ò    

For some background, in March 2009, Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 

Defenders (GLAD) filed Gill v. OPM on behalf of eight married cou-

ples and three surviving spouses from Massachusetts who have been 

denied federal rights and benefits available to spouses, but denied to 

them because DOMA, a federal law adopted in 1996, defines mar-

riage solely as the union of a man and a woman. In July 2009, the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts filed its own suit challenging the 

federal governmentôs requirement that in operating federally-funded 

programs, including Medicaid and the administration of veteransô 

cemeteries, the state must treat some of its married citizens differently 

than others. There over 1,000 rights, benefits and responsibilities tied 

to marriage under federal law, including Social Security survivorsô 

benefits, family and medical leave, equal compensation as federal 

employees, and immigration rights, among others. 

GLBT ROUNDTABLE HELD AT HARMONY CAFÉ  

 

By Garth Zimmerman 

PositiveVoice Board Member 

 

O 
n June 2, 2010, almost two dozen people representing over 

9 GLBT organizations and service providers met at Har-

mony Café, Appleton.  The organizations included Posi-

tive Voice, Rainbow over Wisconsin, Pride Alive!, 

PFLAG-Oshkosh, Harmony Café (GLBT Youth Fellowship and 

Spectrum), Family Services, Angels of Hope Metropolitan Commu-

nity Church, Fair Wisconsin, Fox Valley Action League, and several 

others. 

 

Each organization presented their programs, services, and upcoming 

events.  Following the meeting, representatives of the various organi-

zations networked, with the goal of increasing communication be-

tween various GLBT organizations, and awareness of services and 

events that could be brought back and shared with members of those 

organizations. 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the roundtable will be September 1 at 

6:30 at Harmony Café in Green Bay. 
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Cory 
 
Describe your fashion philosophy/aesthetic:  
Fashion is an extension of the person 

that you feel you are inside. I want to 

create clothes that illustrate my point of 

view. I feel like I design for the life-

style that I want to live.  Revisiting 

something that we didn't even know we 

missed is definitely a goal. 

 
As a designer, from where/what/who do you 

draw your inspiration?  
I find old family photos endlessly inspi-

rational.  I look to the Beatles and the 

Stones, especially around the late 60's-

early 70's as my fashion icons. 

 
How do you feel fashion creates awareness 

of or support for social issues like the fight 

against AIDS?  
Fashion is a part of who we are.   It is 

that choice that connects you to a group 

of people all fighting the same battle, 

working toward the same goal.  It's a 

solidarity marked by fashion. 

 
Why is the fight against AIDS important to 

you? 
If I can take any small part in helping people, especially through my 

work, there is no greater joy or purpose for doing what I do. 

 
What are the top trends to look for this fall? 
This fall is all about texture.  In menswear we're going to see a lot of 

really chunky cable knits in both sweaters and scarves.  A corduroy 

suit in a both single and double-breasted varieties will be sta-

ples. Look for a lot more "rugged refined" looks from design-

ers: exposed zippers, heavy hardware, all with a sophistication and 

narrow silhouette.  

What you can expect from Cory Allen for the fall is bright hues 

mixed with complex dark neutrals.  Fall collections tend to get so 

dark and heavy, mine will be more layered and brighter than most.  I 

love gray, but Cory Allen is about color and fun.  My customer is a 

creative soul who dresses with less regard to trend reports and more 

of a personally driven style.  

 
Fashion rules to live by? 
1. Wear clothes that fit. 

2. Update your wardrobe staples, like suits,  every 5 years. 

3. Don't wear what your Dad wore, wear what  your Grandpa wore, 

and wear it better. 

4. Vintage pieces are amazing, but head-to-toe  vintage is costume, 

not fashion. 

5. Thrift shops are filled with buried treasures,  be a fashion pirate. 

Saturday, August 21st 
Green Bay's hottest event of the summer is just around the corner. You won't want to miss any of the fun on this NIGHT OUT to WHITE 

OUT AIDS. A very special part of this event is a WAY OUT fashion show featuring the designs from Green Bay native, Cory Linsmeyer, and Caty 

Magnuson of Madison, WI. You'll definitely want to CHECK OUT their interviews featured here. 

You won't want to MISS OUT on this party! Click here to purchase your tickets today or visit arcw.org/whiteout. 

 

 

Caty 
 
Describe you fashion-philosophy/aesthetic: 
I see fashion as an art form and people as 

the canvas. Exploring shapes and they 

way they fit on the human form is excit-

ing and challenging, it's the reason I am 

so interested in fashion design 

  
As a designer, from where/what/who do you 

draw your inspiration? 
For the fall collection of Kathleen 

Magnuson I was inspired by the eco-

nomic turmoil that is plaguing our coun-

try and the idea of what defines patriot-

ism. For the fall collection I took a more 

abstract approach on two large and com-

plex ideas however I have been inspired 

by something as simple as a candy wrap-

per or the movement of a flower petal 

when a breeze touches the tip.  

  
How does fashion create awareness of or sup-

port for social issues like the fight against 

AIDS? 
Fashion is a reflection of society. With 

millions of people being affected by 

AIDS, the emergence of clothing that 

supports the fight against AIDS has risen 

along with the awareness of the fight.  

 
Why is the fight against AIDS important to you? 
If you see someone fall down you do what you can to help them up. 

There are millions of people falling down because of AIDS and I am 

doing what I can to help them up. 

 
What are the top trends to look for this fall? 
Leggings are going to be around for the fall and spring seasons. Look 

for colorful, creative, screen printed leggings that can be paired with 

solid colored hoodies, blazers, tee-shirts and sweaters.   

The fall collection of Kathleen Magnuson is filled with a mixture of 

dark grays, muted yellows, rich blues and heavy deep reds. These 

colors paired with soft, smooth, welcoming fabrics set the tone for the 

fall trends this season.  

  

Fashion rules live by? 

1. Wear clothes that make you feel good and strong  

2. Love what you wear 

Saturday, August 21st 

 

Green Bay's hottest event of the summer is just around the corner!  

You won't want to miss any of the fun on this NIGHT OUT to WHITE OUT AIDS. A very special part of this event is a WAY OUT fashion 

show featuring the designs from Green Bay native, Cory Linsmeyer, and Caty Magnuson of Madison, WI. You'll definitely want to CHECK 

OUT their interviews featured here. 

 

You won't want to MISS OUT on this party!   Visit www.arcw.org/whiteout to purchase your tickets today. 

http://www.aidswalkwis.org/site/R?i=eetbddl5NtenOrxrY5TG0A..
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Become a Member of PositiveVOICE or Renew your Membership: 
 

Thinking about becoming a member of Northeast Wisconsinõs largest LGBTQ organization or renewing your annual 
membership? Memberships are $25-$34 for members and $35-$74 for families. There is a special student membership 
available for $10-$24 per year. Members receive the PV Inc. News, discounts on PV events and help support the organiza-
tion in reaching its goals and enriching everyone's lives. Use the following coupon to send in your membership fee. Re-
member that additional donations are always welcome to help support the work to fulfill the mission statement. 
THANK YOU! 
Name: ______________________________  Optional Information: 
Address: ____________________________  Home Phone: __________________  
City, State, Zip: _______________________  Work Phone: ___________________  
Todayõs Date: ________________________  Email: ________________________  
 ____ I am enclosing $______ for my individual PV Membership for one year (July 1-June 30). 
 ____ We are enclosing $_______for our family PV Membership for one year (July 1-June 30). 
 ____ Enclosed is an additional amount of $________ to help support the mission statement  
of Positive Voice. 
Total Amount Enclosed: $_______ (make checks payable to PositiveVOICE, Inc.) 
You can also donate and/or become a member or renew your membership online at www.pvinc.org! 
Please mail to PositiveVOICE, Inc. PO Box 1381, Green Bay, WI 54305-1381. 
PositiveVOICE respects the right of confidentiality and privacy in all correspondences. 

Should we mail 

the newsletter in 

a private enve-

lope? 

Circle one: 

 Yes 

 No 

 Send via email  

 Bruce 

 I donôt know why 

he walks like that - 

books and notebook 

pressed to his chest 

And why he talks 

like that - piping 

voice, never 

shutting up, 

making things worse. 

  

Today, when he 

was following his fat sister 

down the hall 

many of the kids screamed,Brucey, Oh, Bruuuceee! 

He stuck his nose 

in the air 

pranced on by, 

and shouted 

in a high voice, 

  

I thought 

it was mean 

to make fun 

of him like that. 

But I, 

a square-shouldered farm kid 

didnôt say anything. I was glad 

they hadnôt figured out 

I was another one - 

Surviving 

by acting like a coward. 

You are all so stupid, stupid, stupid! 

   -  Len Tews 

LGBT Book Awards 

 

By Michael Nitz 

Positive Voice Board Member 

 

Did you know that there are over 13 organizations and agencies that 

honor gay and lesbian literature?  That was news to me. 

 

Here are the listings of the current 

Gaylatic Spectrum Awards 

 
 

2009 Gaylatic Spectrum 

Awards Best Novel  

Winner & Short List  

WINNER:   

The Stratford Man (Hell and Earth/

Ink and Steel) by Elizabeth Bear 

(Roc) 

 

 

SHORT LIST:  
All the Windwracked Stars by Elizabeth Bear (Tor) 

City of Ashes by Cassandra Clare (McElderry) 

Havemercy by  Jaida Jones & Danielle Bennett (Bantam Spectra) 

Shadow's Return by Lynn Flewelling (Bantam Spectra) 

Turnskin by Nicole Kimberling (Blind Eye Books) 


