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Message from the President

Wow- what a month we have had with
programming! We have had two awe-
some events this month with the Hallow-
een Dance just around the corner. We
have many more events planned for No-
vember as well. Please be sure to read
the articles in this issue about our past
events and future events.

Our programming is not only fun, enter-
taining and educational for our members
and the community, but we have made
some new friends. Last night Mary Kay
and I hosted Drop in Night. Much to our
surprise, we had several new people at-
tend who had been at the “Coming Out
Through the Generations” event the past
Saturday. They discussed how powerful
the event was for them and what they
learned about PositiveVOICE. We spent
the evening discussing upcoming events
and the history of PositiveVOICE. At
our Wine tasting we had one person who
wants to become a new member. It
really feels awesome to be able to pro-
vide the community with resources and
ways to make new friends. We are inter-
ested in hearing about how you have
enjoyed the events. Please send us an
article and we will put it in our next
newsletter. A huge thank you to our pro-
gramming committee, you all are doing
an awesome job.

September brought our annual fundraiser
(for PositiveVOICE, Angels of Hope,
and PFLAG) during Octoberfest in Ap-
pleton. Octoberfest took place on Satur-
day, September 27™. We debut our new
banner and sold a lot of cheesecake. This
is always a fun event and this year was

PositiveVOICE Phone: 920-435-4404
P.O. Box 1381, Green Bay, W1 54305-1381

no different. Be sure to catch the article
in this month’s addition. Thank you to
everyone who worked so hard on this
event. We could not have done it with-
out you.

Remember our Halloween Dance Friday,
October 31% at Liberty Hall. I know a
good time will be had by all. Unfortu-
nately Joanie and I will not be able to be
there for this event. We will be on an all
inclusive resort in the Turkish Islands in
the British West Indies. We will be trav-
eling with Olivia Travel which has been
an awesome experience for both of us
when we have gone in the past. Ten days
of just being who we are with 500 other
women like us. So while all of you are
dancing the night away, we will be with
you in spirit and in costume as we have
our own Halloween bash at the resort.

Remember that serving on a committee is
open to our members. If you are inter-
ested in serving on a committee, please
contact us at info@pvinc.org. We would
be happy to have your experience and
energy on our new committees.

Thank you all for your continued sup-
port.

Warmest regards
Syon Mash

Mission Statement:

PositiveVOICE’s mission is to support
all lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and questioning individuals, their fami-
lies and allies through community out-
reach and education as well as collabora-
tive and social activities.
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PositiveVIEWS

Events

* Tons of Events Coming Up! Please

Mark Your Calendar.

Newsletter

OCTOBERFEST IS ANOTHER
HUGE SUCCESS - Lynn Nash

Ocktoberfest was on September 27" our
annual fundraiser (for Positive Voice,
Angels of Hope, and PFLAG). All of
those that participated had a great time.
The word got out fast about the Frozen
Chocolate Covered Cheesecake on a
stick. People that came in years past vis-
ited our booth another year. At one time
we ran out of some of the flavors as we
were waiting for our next shipment and
people waited or came back in a few
minutes. Our volunteers were having a
great time yelling out orders and meeting
new people. We sold several kinds of
cheesecake — New York Style, Turtle,
White Chocolate Raspberry, and Death
by Chocolate. Our volunteers were try-
ing hard to keep up with the demand in
sales. We had volunteers taking orders
and volunteers making sure the right
cheesecake got to the right person. You
would hear a volunteer say “I need one
turtle and one death” at the same time
another one was yelling the same thing.
At times it got crazy, but we all had a
great time.

The event raised a total profit of
$2,150.00. PositiveVOICE had 79.25
hours altogether out of a total of 169.5
hours. This equates to $1,005.24 out of
the total profit that comes to Posi-
tiveVOICE. I would like to thank every-
one from the three organizations who
helped make this year’s event a huge
success.

I would like to extend a special thank
you to those PositiveVOICE members
who worked so hard this year:
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Mary Kay Wagner

Michael Nitz & Jerry Koleske
Allen Borgwardt

Dave Younger & Jennifer Schnabel-
Younger

Susan & Hailey Allen

Barry Grant & Fran St. Andre
Lynn Johnson & Charlene Stouf
E-Ben Grisby

Kevin Smith

Lloyd Schaefer

Bob Gulig

If you are interested in helping with next

year’s event, please contact Bob Gulig at
bgulig@pvinc.org. We are looking to put
a committee together to assist Bob this
next year.

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU
By: Lynn Nash

Octoberfest would not have been the suc-
cess it was this year and in past years
without the leadership from Bob Gulig.
Bob has volunteered his time and energy
into Octoberfest for the past several
years. Although we have volunteers who
help the day of, there is a lot of work and
time that Bob puts into this event for
months prior and weeks following. Bob
does all the arranging, ordering of cheese-
cake, recruiting volunteers, finding stor-
age, obtaining permits, attending manda-
tory meetings and much more. Bob
works the day of the event from 6:30 am
to 7:00 pm each year. This year Bob put
in over 40 hours before the event was
complete.

PositiveVOICE, Angels of Hope, and
PFLAG benefit each year to the time and
energy Bob puts into this event. Bob will
be helping out in this next year and will
be mentoring someone else to replace his
leadership on this event. Thank you Bob
for all you have done and continue to do
for these organizations. You are truly
appreciated by all.

<%/w%%
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Captain’s Walk Winery

October 4™ the place to be was the Cap-
tain’s Walk Winery where a fun filled
group enjoyed a variety of wines, snacks
and great conversation. We were able to
sample seven of Captain’s Walk’s finest
wines. The staff described each wine’s
unique characteristics, while pouring gen-
erous portions to taste. It was interesting
to learn about the importance of using the
correct glass. Who would have thought
wine could change taste depending on the
glass?

One of the unique features of the winery
was the glass floor showing the wine bar-
rels below. Early in the evening, some of
our group was a little hesitant to stand on
the glass; however, a few sips of the
sweet nectar alleviated all fear.

Captain’s Walk Winery generously do-
nated 15% of all wine sales back to Posi-
tive VOICE.

PositiveVOICE Board of
Directors

President: Lynn N., Vice President:
Michael N., Treasurer: Jennifer S.,
Secretary: E-Ben G. Members: Lloyd
S., Bob G., Lynn J., Mary Kay W., &
Susan A.
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Editorial Policy

Opinions expressed in this publication do
not necessarily reflect those of
PositiveVOICE or its members. Publica-
tion of the name, photograph or likeness
of any person, organization or business in
this newsletter is not to be construed as
any indication of the sexual orientation of
that person, organization or business. No
one’s name will be published without
his/her consent. Contents of this publica-
tion may not be reprinted in whole, or
part, without the permission from the PV
Board of Directors.

Book Discussion

In his newest book, The Awakening
Dream — Journey on the Wings of a
Thousand Angels , author Paul “Cricket”
Jacob invites the reader to join him on a
delightful, gentle
journey of dis-
covery. In lan-
guage that is
beautifully po-
etic, yet at the
same time sooth-
ingly  instruc-
tional and intro-
spective, we
travel with the
angels to explore
the universe and
its various com-
ponents: human, natural and spiritual. “In
many aspects, the entire universe is one
living organism. When we finally under-
stand this, we begin to understand our
own divine importance.”

Connectedness, interdependence and har-
monious coexistence are three strong
themes in the book. As the reader follows
the author, carried on the wings of angels
to observe the earth and sky and sea, wis-
dom is imparted through truths that the
angels reveal along the way. Come to
hear what the angels have to say about
religion, spirituality and our human im-
pact on nature and the universe. Join us
for an intimate evening of lively discus-
sion as Paul “Cricket” Jacob visits Har-
mony Café — Green Bay to discuss his
new release. Copies of the new book can
be purchased at
http://www.lulu.com/content/2484901
prior to the event. Copies will also be for
sale at Harmony Café the evening of the
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You are cordially invited to attend the 16th Annual PositiveVOICE Holiday Dinner
Saturday evening, December 13% 2008

Hotel Sierra/KI Convention Center
333 Main Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
Cash bar is available at 5:00pm.
Dinner to follow at 6:30pm.

To add to the festivities, there will be holiday music, silent auction items, a holiday baked goods auction (provided
by the PV board) and door prizes.

In our ®V holiday party tradition, there will be a "white elephant” gift exchange.
Attendees are requested to bring two rummage sale quality items wrapped for this hilarious gift exchange.

Reservations are only $19 for PV members and $22for non-members.

Please send a copy of this form and your check to:
PositiveVOICE, Inc.
PO Box 1381
Green Bay, WI. 54305-1381
by December 5, 2008

Unfortunately, there will be no registration at the door.
So mark your calendars and make your plans to attend.

Parking is available in the ramp across the street.
Let us help you celebrate the Holidays by joining us for this popular, fun-filled evening.

Copies of this reservation card are available to print from our website at www.pvinc.org,
email us at info@pvinc.ory.
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event.

Book discussion and author signing with
Paul “Cricket” Jacob

Harmony Café — Green Bay

1660 W. Mason Street

Tuesday November 18 ™

7:00 pm — 9:00 pm

Membership Levels

Sponsors Circle - $1000 or more

Founders Circle - $500 to $999

Director’s Circle - $250 to $499
Patrons Circle - $ 75 to $249
Families Circle - $35 to $74
Members Circle - $25 to $34
Students Circle - $10 to $24

Your contribution goes a long way to our
being able to continue to offer unique
programs, safe spaces and positive
change through community engagement.
Thank you!

Thank You

Thank you to Allegra Print & Imaging for
printing the PositiveVOICE newsletter
each month.

Ally Conference, prominent anti-
racism activist coming to UW-
Green Bay

GREEN BAY — The University of Wis-
consin-Green Bay’s American Intercul-
tural Center will host a prominent anti-
racism writer and activist at its first ever
Ally Conference on Friday, Nov. 7.

Tim Wise has spoken in 48 states and on
more than 400 college campuses, and
conducted training sessions for students,
teachers, corporate and government offi-
cials, the media and law enforcement
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officers on methods he describes as nec-
essary to “uproot institutional racism.”
Wise is the author of White Like Me: Re-
flections on Race From a Privileged Son,
a book that takes a provocative look at
the concept of white privilege and institu-
tional racism. Wise argues that racial
privilege shapes the lives of most white
Americans — whether they hold racist
views themselves or not — to the detri-
ment of people of color, themselves and
society. His brutally direct lectures have
drawn large crowds as he challenges au-
diences to confront issues of race.
Organizers say the Nov. 7 workshops and
Wise’s keynote presentation will provide
a safe environment for participants to
explore social issues that affect different
student populations, including issues re-
lated to gender, race, disabilities and the
LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender and questioning) community.
They say the conference will empower
student participants to strive for change
and allyship. An “ally” is described as “a
person who recognizes they are on the
privilege side of a particular preju-

dice/oppression divide that society cre-
ates and actively engages in the search
and implementation of strategies to dis-
mantle that divide.”

The conference and workshops are free to
UW-Green Bay students and open to the
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public for $15. Workshops are held in the
University Union and a dinner will be
served in the Ecumenical Center, both on
the UW-Green Bay campus, 2420 Nicolet
Drive.

The conference runs from 3 p.m. to 8
p-m. Friday, Nov. 7. Pre-registration is
required by Tuesday, Oct. 21, and is
available online at:
http://www.uwgb.edu/aic/ally.

For more information, call the UW-Green
Bay American Intercultural Center at
(920) 465-2720.

The conference is sponsored by the
American Intercultural Center, the Office
of Student Life, the UW-Green Bay Di-
versity Task Force and the Social Change
and Development, Women’s Studies,
Psychology and Human Development
academic units. Harmony Café, a pro-
gram of Goodwill, is a community part-
ner with the conference and will supply
organic coffee and baked goods during
the workshops.

Coming Out Through The
Generations

On Saturday October 11th, National
Coming Out Day, twelve members of
Northeastern Wisconsin's LGBT commu-
nity gathered together at Harmony Cafe -
Green Bay to share their stories. The pan-
elists ranged in age from 20 to 77 and
each shared the unique story of their life's
journey. It was fascinating to hear Com-
ing Out stories that spanned a half cen-
tury! After the individual presentations
were made, the audience had a chance to
ask questions, and an interesting discus-
sion on a variety of topics ensued. The
diversity of experience and opinion was
as wide and as colorful as the rainbow,
but one message seemed to come through
loud and clear. True happiness lies in
being true to yourself and living an au-
thentic life. A big thank you to all who
participated on the panel and honored us
with their stories, and to all who came to
listen and to show their support as well!

Updated: Ad Rates

Business Card Size, $50 for six months
Quarter Page Size, $90 for six months
Half Page Size, $180 for six months
Full Page: $300 for six months

Set up fee: $25 per add
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Road Trip To Obama

It began at the end of a gravel road in Wisconsin
with the lazy speech of Amos and Andy

the scheming of the sleezy Kingfish
watermelons and fried chicken

Al Jolson’s Mammie in black face,

the monumental Ethel Waters,

Satchmo, and Gone with the Wind.

I glimpsed them on the sidewalks

of Milwaukee when we drove down

to see my Aunt Laura.

As a young man [ traveled south to Indiana University
in my forty-nine Plymouth coupe

heard the Southern pronunciations

of lounge and courthouse

for the first time attended class with "Coloreds."

During the spring break of fifty-seven

Bill, Ben and I left the hills of Southern Indiana,
abloom with red buds and magnolias

passed Fort Knox and Mammoth Cave

stopped at a carnival in Tennessee

and we - two Yankeee boys and a Filipino -
were confronted by signs

of “Whites Only” and “Colored”

The Sout heners stood in separate racial groups,
almost invisible and deaf to one another

as if they were different species -

like white and black waterfowl

circling one another on a pond.

In Mississippi | saw a car load

of White teenagers ram the back

of an old Black man’s car at a stop sign.
The old man drove off

without showing even a flicker of rage.
The White kids laughed and hooted.

by Len Tews

We passed through cotton country

with its black earth and shacks

Drove through Baton Rouge in the night

and arrived in New Orleans early in the morning.
I, groggy from my sleep in the backseat,

awoke to the beauty of New Orleans

the Mansard roofs and wrought-iron balconies -
The Big Easy - a streetcar really named Desire
The Absinthe House with Smiley at the piano.
We got drunk on Hurricanes at Pat O’Brian’s
took a taxi to the My-O-My Club

for a drag show where I was shocked

by the openess of the homosexual men.

We staggered back to the Anchor Inn Motel
and slept until mid-afternoon.

Years later, my trip continued

after wife and kids, to Atlanta

at a convention where

I took a bus, alone,

to Martin Luther King‘s home and church..
A kindly woman showed me around
outside, I stood before his monument

and read his words: Free at last,

free at last,

thank God, almighty

I’'m free at=2 Olast.

I wept warm tears in the steamy afternoon
not only for King,

but for my own imprisonment

my own invisibility, my own blackness.

I never came back.

Yesterday I put a sign in our yard
for Obama

almost forgetting that yes,

he too, is Afro-American.

7.

Oakhill Treasures

M, W, TH, F 10am-4:30pm, Sat. 10am-4pm. Sun 11am-2pm

Stacie Herzog, Julie Tetzlaff - owners

ri\{’ \\i \ a - 1t -
X O VYintage

Located at

713 Main St., Crivitz
Open May 1 - Dec. 23rd

Closed on Tuesdays
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GAY HISTORY IN THE VALLEY
By: K.E.Navine

Here before we knew us as a gay community.
Nothing here for us.

Safety in hiding and lies.

A community hindered.

Journey to distant cities.

Acceptance in anonymity.

Friendships formed.

Dancing, laughing, talking .

Comfort with our own.

Gay minds shaped.

Cleo’s bar and Embers bar established.
Gay bars brought refuge for gay wanderers.
Long journeys no longer necessary.

Doris’ Super Bar morphed into Lambda Lounge.
Nervous heteros intimidated.

Ed and Andy happened.

1101 West Wisconsin bar established.
Place of gay magic.

Multitudes of gays assembled.

From where?

The “farm” was a place of after bar parties.
A green light on the silo beckoned.

Bond fires warmed body and mind.

Pivot Bar came.

1101 West Wisconsin Ave closed.

Pivot a place where many people found themselves
Dancing, shows performed.

Ashley a star.

Pivot closed when Gordon went south.
Glenn sided a green building gray.

Rascals Bar established.

Todd gave nourishment to Rascals.

Christmas Trees famous.

Ashley, Doodles, Spanky, Pat and Pat added zest.
Marge cooked fish.

Patio bar constructed.

A place of joy in warmth of summer.

Jared came from the west.

Raven’s Bar created on the Avenue.

Two sexual orientations live in peace there.
Rascals and Ravens now serve them.

Pulse Bar arrived.

Pulse Bar closed.

Have 50 years come and gone?

From nothing to this?

What of those who made this journey?

Was it all dancing, drinking, laughing ?

Perhaps yes and perhaps no.

“Ale houses” were places to connect and be reaffirmed.
Friendships made and expanded to others.
Strawberry patch configurations.

Complex human patterns.

Transient and committed .

Painful are the transient.

Fortunate are the committed.

Love falls like gentle showers on the fortunate.
Chill winds engulf the transient.

Each relationship has worth.

Movement and growth happens.

Positive Voice and the Lavender Solon created.
A gay community has survived.

This chronicle is incomplete.
the earlier

Years before 1961 or the non bar relationships since 1961.

Become a Member of PositiveVOICE or Renew your Membership:

It does not describe what happened in

Perhaps it is for others to chronicle our future and make it known.

1 Thinking about becominga membeNad r ¢t heast Wi s tGBRQ@ orgadiztiorfoargngveng your annual
'membersh|p9 Memberships are$26 for members and $884 for families. There is a special student members
r available for $1$24 per year. Members receive the PV Inc. News, discounts on PV events and help support the
1tion in reaching its goals and enriching everyone's lives. Use the following coupon to send in your membersh
member thagdditional donations are always welcomeo help support the work to fulfill the mission statemen
i THANK YOU! i

'Name; Optional Information: Should we mail
iAddress: Home Phone: the pewsletter in
 City, State, Zip: Work Phone: ;‘Oggate enve-
' Todayo6s Dat e: Email: Circle one:

| am enclosing $ for my individual PV Membership for one yea(thdy3D). Yes

We are enclosing $ for our family PV Membership for one yeaildel3Q). No

Enclosed is an additional amount of $
+of Positive Voice.

 Total Amount Enclosed: $ (make checks payable to PositiveVOICE, Inc.)

'You can also donate and/or become a member or renew your membership online at www.pvinc.org!
' Please mail to PositiveVOICE, Inc. PO Box 1381, Green Bay, WA138305

i PositiveVOICE respects the right of confidentiality and privacy in all correspondences.

to help support the mission statement ~Send via email
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Halloween Dance Party Recap

By Lloyd Schaeffer

Over 40 revelers were treated to an evening
of fun, food and frivolity as PV offered their
membership and friends a chance to celebrate
Halloween together for the first time in a cou-
ple of years.

Once again Liberty Hall was the site for the
party and thanks must go out to our host, his
staff and the wonderful DJ (Bob) who had the
group on the floor most of the night with a
delightful variety of dance favorites.

Because of the many inventive and out-
standing costumes it was difficult to select the
best of the evening, but Monica's Christmas
tree costume (complete with working lights)
took first place. Perhaps you can see her with
the runner-ups in a photo accompanying this
article.

In an attempt to relieve some pre-election
frustration, the attendees were given an op-
portunity to take a whack at a couple of politi-
cal pifiatas - an elephant and a burrow. While
the Obama-faced donkey took nary a scratch,
the Palin-faced pachyderm was pretty much
destroyed before the last chords sounded of
Michael Jackson's "Beat It". It was all in

PositiveVOICE Phone: 920-435-4404
P.O. Box 1381, Green Bay, W1 54305-1381

good fun and no actual animals were hurt in
the process.

The program committee hopes that we can
bring you more diverse and reasonably-priced
events as the year goes on. Watch the calen-
dar of events for listings and tell your friends
about us. We are always looking to meet new
people and welcome them into the PV family.

The Nazi Persecution of
Homosexuals 1933-1945
Exhibit Trip

By Lynn Johnson
On November 8, 2008 about 20 people took

.

a bus-ride to Madison, Wisconsin to see The
Nazi Persecution of Homosexuals 1933-1945
Exhibit on the UW-Madison campus. In-
cluded on the bus were students who be-
longed to the Gay Straight Alliance at Preble
High School in Green Bay, Wisconsin. It was
really gratifying to have a wide range of peo-
ple of all ages excited to take the journey. On
the way, Susan enlightened all of us with a
game of gay history trivia. It was fun to learn
new facts and expand our knowledge of the
historical gay events of the past. The gifts
awarded were an added bonus. Who would
have thought a mug with the date of Bush’s
last day in office would be the coveted prize.
The museum itself was a solemn and hum-
bling experience. Learning about the hard-
ships that homosexuals faced during the holo-
caust was unsettling. Our tour guide, Jim,
was very knowledgeable about the holocaust
in general and specifically about the gay ex-
perience. He made the panels come alive
with his stories and accounts of the horrors
endured by the homosexuals. The panels
walked us through the time frame of the holo-
caust of the homosexual experience. Jim ex-
pertly answered our numerous questions with
passion. After the tour, another exhibit de-
picting Wisconsin gay and lesbian history was
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also viewed by our group. After viewing the
exhibits, the groups split up for lunch and
then “experienced” State Street. Our group,
which was comprised of gays, lesbians and
allies, noted that although homosexuals have
come a long, long way from those times, we
still have a long way to go.

Zoetrek: The musings of Zoey

By Zoey

1000 emails and 2 months later, several
phone calls, and less than desirable schedules.
Not all the things that make up day in the life
of, however they seem continous. Don't they?
How do we juggle it all? We don't. The key to
itall.Flexability.

When life gets in a to a tight situation, go
with it. But we can plan somethings and hope
the schedules and deadline fall into place as

desired. For some of us its a constant battle in

a way it seems as time flies. But at least its
never boring til I get to work. My job in par-
ticular has been slow, now its very slow due

- to the current economy and very boring. I find

things to do and work on new projects and
clean out dead unprofitable ones. keeps me
busy. However that'll eventually come to an
end and it come to be a game of survival.

Funny how that happened as I see a milestone
approaching in my life that [ head towards a
psuedo-ground-zero of my own. Everything
will be picking up soon and it will be like a
fresh start from near absolute-zero with bias
in the right direction. In the meantime. The
homefront is taken care of in keeping heads
above water. My economy is still running
slightly beyond life-support but things are still
topsy-turvy. In other places I find much to be
positive about AND I am taking some steps to
keep it that way more so and not get to caught
up in burning the candle at both ends.

Falling gas prices help. At this writing the
latest price I seen $2.02 for a gallon of regu-
lar. This is the ballpark price of which it was
two years ago. The last time it was under $2
was January 2007, 22 months ago at time of
this writing. Sure beats the nearly constant
threat of going over $4 just a few months ago.
For those of us in the City-of-Lost-Wages and
those who must travel alot this certainly
helps.

And now for somet hi

Despite a detour of over the Fox river, I know
my way around the Fox Valley. So I picked
up a Flapper (who won 3rd in costume con-
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test) and Cinderella and headed over to the all
-hallow's eve party (Halloween). My broom-
stick was self powered by a cold-fusion dyno-
drive by MPS (Monster Power Supplies.)

We arrived early, but got down to having fun
quickly. Many digital picture were taken. (I
got my card reader working so I can send
those pictures soon, I'll try to send with this
letter). The food was good and drinks flowing
and free soda too. I had some nice dances.
Managed to get a disco-train going (nobody
got a picture of that, darn) and met up with
poeple I don't get to see too often. Thank you
PositiveVoice for putting this event on. We
like to party, don't we?

Gee, that was only a few weeks ago and now
Thanksgiving and then the rest of the holi-
days. ah And time feels like it can fly fast
again. Which is why I enjoy my friends and
family and BobbieJane(hmm,wonder who
that could be??,<wink><grin>), Codi (my cat,
she's family too) as much and such and try to
enjoy work. Next time I will write about a
retrospect as there is another milestone in
Zoey's life happening.

In the meantime. Happy hardcore holidaze, as
I always say. And remember to keep flexible
and, and STOP and take the time to smell the
roses. Peace and love.

CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS PETI-
TION CALIFORNIA SUPREME
COURT TO STOP ENACTMENT
OF PROPOSITION 8

LOS ANGELES

(Nov. 14, 2008) - Civil rights groups today
filed a petition with the California Supreme
Court to stop the enactment of Proposition

8 because it would mandate discrimination
against a minority group and did not follow
the process required for fundamental revi-
sions to the California Constitution.
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In the petition, the Asian Pacific American
Legal Center, Mexican American Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund, Equal Justice
Society, California NAACP and the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.
argue that in order to protect the fundamental
rights of all Californians, a higher standard is
required to overturn the right to marry. Mi-
nority communities cannot be stripped of their
fundamental rights by a simple majority vote.

"We would be making a grave mistake to
view Proposition 8 as just affecting the LGBT
community," said Eva Paterson, president of
the Equal Justice Society. "If the Supreme
Court allows Proposition 8 to take effect, it
would represent a threat to the rights of peo-
ple of color and all minorities."

The petition filed by Raymond C. Marshall of
Bingham McCutchen and Prof. Tobias Bar-
rington Wolff of University of Pennsylvania
Law School on behalf of leading African
American, Latino, and Asian American
groups echo the arguments made in the No-
vember 5 lawsuit filed by the American

Civil Liberties Union, Lambda Legal and the
National Center for Lesbian Rights:

Proposition 8 prevents the courts from exer-
cising their essential constitutional role of
enforcing the equal protection rights of mi-
norities.

The California Constitution requires that any
measure attempting to revise the underlying
principles of the constitution must first be
approved by a two-thirds vote of the legisla-
ture before being submitted to the voters.
Proposition 8 was not approved through that
constitutionally required process.

"Proposition 8 contradicts the most basic pro-
tection guaranteed by the California Constitu-
tion, which is the right to equal protection of
the laws," said John Trasvifia, President and
General Counsel of the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educational Fund. "We
can not allow the Constitution to sanction
discrimination against one group of people."

"Direct democracy cannot override the Cali-
fornia Constitution, which requires more than
a majority vote to deprive a minority group of
their fundamental rights," said John A.
Payton, President and Director-Counsel of the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund.

"We cannot become a society that picks and
chooses who is entitled to equal rights," said
Alice A. Huffman, president of the California
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State NAACP. "We should include all people
from all walks of life in the entitlement to all
freedoms now enjoyed by the majority of our
population. As a civil rights advocate, we
will continue the fight of eliminating road-
blocks to freedom."

"Consistent with core equal protection princi-
ples, minority communities must not be
stripped of their fundamental rights by bare
majority rule," said Karin Wang, Vice-
President of Programs for the Asian Pacific
American Legal Center. "California went
down this path before when the majority
population chose to bar interracial marriages
involving an unpopular minority: Asian im-
migrants. The state Constitution exists exactly
for this reason - to protect the fundamental
rights of minority communities."

"Let's not forget the landmark 1967 case of
Loving v. Virginia, which allowed two people
of different races to marry," said Paterson of
the Equal Justice Society. "People then be-
lieved it was acceptable to keep Mildred Lov-
ing from marrying a white man because of
their ideas of who should marry whom. We
must not return to those times."

The court has precedent for invalidating an
improper voter initiative. In 1990, the court
overruled an initiative that would have added
a provision to the California Constitution stat-
ing that the "Constitution shall not be con-
strued by the courts to afford greater rights to
criminal defendants than those afforded by
the Constitution of the United States." That
measure was invalid because it improperly
attempted to strip California's courts of their
role as independent interpreters of the state's
constitution.

A copy of the writ petition filed today is
available at :
http://equaljusticesociety.org/prop8
and http://www.apalc.org.
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Calendar of Events — 2008
Visit www.pvinc.org for a more complete listing of happens and events!
Meeting & Event Calendar:

Saturday, October 4, 7-9 p.m.: Positive VOICE Programming Event! Wine tasting at the Captains Walk in Green Bay.

Monday, October 6, 7-9 p.m.: PositiveVOICE Board meeting. See website for more information.

Saturday, October 11, 4-6 p.m.: National Coming Out Day. Harmony Café in Green Bay.

Monday Evenings: Spectrum Meeting: Harmony Café from 6:30-9:00 p.m. Sponsored by PositiveVOICE and Harmony Café.

Tuesday Evenings: GLBT Partnership A weekly support and youth development group for teens ages 14-18 who identify as GLBT
or allied. Call Rebecca 734-2233 for details. Website: www.harmonycafe.org. Email: harmonycafe@gwicc.org

Thursday Evenings: Drop-In-Night in Green Bay: Harmony Café at 1660 W. Mason Street, Green Bay, is the home for Drop In
Night from 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Third Monday of Every Month: Fox Valley Transgender Group: Fox Cities Rotary Multicultural Center (connected to Harmony
Caf¢) from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Organizations and Regularly Scheduled Events:

Action Wisconsin: GLBT political action group. For more info, call Mike Fitzpatrick at 920-437-7400 (days).

Alcoholic’s Anonymous (Gay Meetings): Five open meetings each week in Appleton and Green Bay. In Green Bay, Sunday
9:30am and Wednesday 6:30pm at Angels of Hope-MCC; Mondays 8:00pm at UWGB Campus Ecumenical Center. For more
information, call 920-336-2868 or 920-954-9169.

Angels of Hope M.C.C.: Services every Sunday (11:00AM) at 3607 Libal St., Allouez. Services every Sunday (6:00 PM) at UCC at
724 E South River Drive (south side of the river from Lawrence). Call 920-983-7453.

AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin (ARCW) Green Bay: 445 S. Adams 920-437-7400 or 800-675-9400. Appleton: 103 E.
Washington 920-733-2068 or 800-773-2068.

Fair Wisconsin: Statewide organization working to end GLBT discrimination in our state. Visit www.fairwisconsin.com/

GLBT Partnership: Lesbigay teen support group in Appleton & Green Bay. Call 920-731-4847.

Harmony Café: For the extensive listing of Upcoming Events at Harmony Café, check the website
http://www.focol.org/harmonycafe/

The Lavender Salon: Lesbigay reading group meets fourth Sunday of the month. The Salon's website is: www.lavendersalon.org

PFLAG of Door County: Meets third Sunday of the month, Hope Church at 12th and Michigan Streets, Sturgeon Bay, WI. Contact
Sandy at 920-743-8146 or e-mail Sandy at sbrown@itol.com .

PFLAG of Oshkosh: Meetings are held at 6:30 pm the 2nd Tuesday of the Month at First Congregational Church, 137 Algoma
Blvd, Oshkosh. Email: joe.wiedenmeier@oshkosh-pflag.org

Preble Park Presbyterian Church: Open and Accepting. Sunday Service at 10:15am, 607 Ravenswood Drive, Green Bay, WI.
Phone: 920-468-7125.

Rainbow Over Wisconsin, Inc.: Northeast Wisconsin charitable foundation. For more info., contact Mark at 920-433-9821.

Toward Community: Unity in Diversity is an organization promoting unity, diversity, understanding and justice in the Fox Valley
Contact information: President Kamal Varma at: kvarma@new.rr.com or visit the website at www.towardcommunity.org

Union Congregational Church-UCC: Open and Affirming . Sunday service at 10am, 716 S Madison Ave, Green Bay, WI. 920-
437-9266.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship: Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship: Services at 4:30 PM Saturdays, and 8:00, 9:15
and 10:45 AM Sundays, September through May. Call for summer service times. Nursery care available. We are an open, ac-
cepting congregation. Rev Roger Bertschausen, Sr. Minister; Rev. Dottie Mathews, Assoc. Minister; 2600 E. Philip Lane, Ap-
pleton, WI 54915; 920-731-0849.

Womyn's Fox Valley Potluck/Social Group: 920-727-1444.

We are looking for GBLTQ events going on in the community! Please send new events, updates, or corrections to
info@pvinc.org.

Positive Voice is always looking for your articlesfor our monthly newsletter! Please email your article to
articles@pvinc.org!
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